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ABSTRACT 

The new properties exhibited by multi-principal element (MPE) alloys 

demonstrate promising results that have relevance across various applications, 

particularly in strategic industries. A challenging aspect in the field of materials 

for harsh service environments involves designing alloys that are resistant to 

oxidation and sulfidation at high temperatures, especially those composed of 

refractory elements. While oxygen is abundant in the atmosphere, sulfur stands 

out as one of the most common corrosive contaminants in high-temperature 

industrial settings, including fuel and feedstocks. The primary objective of this 

study was to develop and characterize the microstructure, as well as investigate 

the oxidation and sulfidation behavior of the TiNbCr MPE alloy in both as-cast 

and hot-isostatically pressed (HIPed) conditions in air, oxygen, and a reducing 

H2S and H2 gas mixture at temperatures between 600 and 1100°C, with 

exposures up to 100 hours. The oxidation and sulfidation behavior of the TiNbCr 

MPE alloy was compared with that of the commercial Haynes 188. The results 

indicate that the MPE alloy exhibits significantly superior sulfidation resistance 

compared to the Haynes 188, exhibiting a parabolic behavior with slow kinetics 

attributed to the formation of a NbS2 inner layer facilitated by the addition of Cr. 

Notably, no formation of liquid products occurred, as observed in the case of 

Haynes 188. However, the oxidation behavior is linear, characterized by the 

formation of a non-protective scale, characterized as a stratified porous layer. 

Furthermore, in oxidation tests, it is observed a drop in the kinetics with an 

increasing at temperature-testing due to the formation of Cr2O3 layers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keywords: Multi-principal element alloy; refractory elements; TiNbCr; Niobium; 

Microstructure; oxidation; sulfidation. 
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RESUMO 

COMPORTAMENTO DE DEGRADAÇÃO DA LIGA DE MÚLTIPLOS 

ELEMENTOS PRINCIPAIS TiNbCr EM AMBIENTE AGRESIVOS 

 

As novas propriedades exibidas por ligas de múltiplos elementos principais 

(MEP) demonstram resultados promissores que têm relevância em diversas 

aplicações, especialmente em indústrias estratégicas. Um aspecto desafiador no 

campo de materiais para ambientes de serviço severo envolve o projeto de ligas 

que são resistentes à oxidação e sulfetação em altas temperaturas, 

especialmente aquelas compostas por elementos refratários. Enquanto o 

oxigênio é abundante na atmosfera, o enxofre destaca-se como um dos 

contaminantes corrosivos mais comuns em configurações industriais de alta 

temperatura, incluindo combustíveis e matérias-primas. O objetivo principal 

deste estudo foi desenvolver e caracterizar a microestrutura, além de investigar 

o comportamento de oxidação e sulfetação da liga MEP TiNbCr nas condições 

de bruta fusão e processada por prensagem isostática a quente (HIP) em ar, 

oxigênio e em uma mistura gasosa redutora de H2S e H2 em temperaturas entre 

600 e 1100°C, com exposições de até 100 horas. O comportamento de oxidação 

e sulfetação da liga MEP TiNbCr foi comparado ao da liga comercial Haynes 188. 

Os resultados indicam que a liga MEP exibe resistência significativamente 

superior à sulfetação em comparação com a liga Haynes 188, apresentando um 

comportamento parabólico com cinética lenta atribuída à formação de uma 

camada interna de NbS2 facilitada pela adição de Cr. Notavelmente, não ocorreu 

formação de produtos líquidos, como observado no caso da Haynes 188. No 

entanto, o comportamento de oxidação é linear, caracterizado pela formação de 

uma camada de óxido não protetora, estratificada e porosa. Contudo, em testes 

de oxidação, observa-se que um aumento da temperatura, a cinética de oxidação 

é reduzida devido à formação de camadas de Cr2O3.  

 

Keywords: Liga de múltiplos elementos principais; Elementos refratários; 

TiNbCr; Nióbio; microestrutura; oxidação, sulfetação.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 

Conventional metallic alloy development involves choosing a solvent 

element and adding small amounts of solutes to enhance specific properties. This 

approach facilitates large-scale production, recycling, cost-effectiveness, and the 

combination of alloys. However, technological advancements have spurred the 

emergence of multi-principal element alloys (MPE) [1-3]. 

The development of MPE alloys opens new avenues for technological 

advancement, yet the multidimensional composition space remains largely 

unexplored. Recent studies indicate a higher number of publications addressing 

challenges and low performance in the oxidation behavior of MPE alloys 

compared to commercial alloys indicating no satisfactory performance. Errors in 

alloying element selection, such as Mo, V, Zr, and Hf, are highlighted, associated 

with negative effects like "pesting" and volatile oxide formation [4]. 

High-temperature degradation tests typically occur in oxidizing 

environments, but in industries like oil and certain space applications with 

reducing oxygen and sulfur-containing atmospheres, no studies have been 

conducted. These innovative alloys show potential for replacing superalloys in 

aerospace applications, with a focus on performance against oxidation and 

sulfidation at high temperatures. 

The superalloy Haynes 188, exhibiting satisfactory behavior in sulfur-

containing environments, stands out. However, its testing in sulfidizing conditions 

forms Ni and Co sulfides, presenting challenges due to eutectic reactions and 

molten sulfide formation, leading to potential catastrophic sulfidation attacks [5,6]. 

Considering that most studies on high-temperature degradation behavior 

are conducted isothermally in an oxidizing environment, a knowledge gap exists. 

This research aims to address this gap by conducting extensive oxidation studies, 

including isothermal tests with extended durations, anisothermal oxidation, cyclic 

oxidation tests, and studies in atmospheres containing sulfur. 

In this context, this work is insert. Due to the remarkable potential of the 

combination of Ti, Nb and Cr, this work is aimed to produce TiNbCr MPE alloy 

and investigate its degradation behavior in harsh environments: oxidation, 

sulfidation & oxidation and sulfidations from 600-1100°C by different techniques 
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and evaluate it in terms of chemical composition, comparing to Haynes 188, and 

microstructure comparing TiNbCr MPE alloy in condition as-cast and HIPed. 
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2 LITERATURE REVIEW  

2.1 Multi-Principal Element Alloy 

Multi-principal element alloys are characterized by not having a system 

composed of solute and solvent, as conventional alloys, but rather of several 

elements with high levels, often in equimolar quantities [1, 7-12].  

According to Coury et al. [13], this kind of alloy is derived from High Entropy 

Alloys (HEA) that has two concepts in its development. The first one, is based on 

the amount of each element which should be smaller than 35 at. % and the 

second is based on the configurational entropy that should be higher than 1.6R, 

R is constant of ideal gases [10].  

Yeh et al. [14], reported that the main goal of HEA development was to 

obtain an alloy from concentrated mixture of elements forming a single-phase 

alloy and it would be possible by the high configurational entropy of the phase 

BCC or FCC in comparison to other “ordered” phase as in the phase γ’ in Ni 

superalloys, for example.  

However, the development of 5-elements alloys has enabled the formation 

of microstructures with simpler phases, such as L12 and B2, which may exhibit 

lower entropy compared to high-entropy alloys (HEA) containing elements like Al 

and transition metals such as Fe, Cr, Co, and Ni [15]. Consequently, the initial 

concept applied in HEA has been discarded [16].  

Even with disagreements about the initial development concepts, the 

number of researchers interested in to develop MPE alloys is increasing, as 

highlighted by Birbilis et al. [17]. Figure 2.1 shows an increasing number of 

publications of this kind of alloys and it is leaded by USA and China, due to the 

remarkable mechanical properties as reported also by Gludovatz et al. [18], 

Coury et al. [13] and Butler and Colleagues [19]. However, as observed by Birbilis 

et al. [17] and Gorr et al. [2] to achieve a satisfactory environmental degradation 

behavior is still a challenge for researchers that develop MPE alloys. 

Senkov et al. [3] described that Al, Cr, Ti and Si addition trend to increase 

the oxidation resistance due to protective oxide scale formation and the V, Mo 

and W addition may decrease it due to the oxide volatilization. While Ti allows a 
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low-density alloy development, Cr addition may stabilize intermetallic phase, 

such as Laves phase in the alloy [20-23]. 

 

Figure 2.1 - Number of publications about HEA/MPE/CCA alloys for the period 

of 1999 to August 2020 [17]. 

  

 Comparing the oxidation behavior of MPE alloys with refractory elements 

with refractory commercial alloys, Gorr et al. [2] highlighted that the complex 

oxides formation may reduce the oxidation kinetics, as noted for NbCrO4, NbTiO4 

and TiNb2O7 compared to pure Nb oxides due to the reduction in kinetics 

formation and lower Gibbs energy [4, 24-26].  

 Evaluating AlCrMoTiNb and AlCrMoTiW MPE alloys, Gorr et al. [4] 

reported a moderated mass gain per area for both compositions (10mg/cm2) and 

a parabolic behavior for the second composition at 1000 and 1100°C tested in air 

up to 48h. However, Cao et al. [26] highlighted that the Mo addition on 

TiNbTa0.5Zr, TiNbTa0.5ZrAl and TiNbTa0.5ZrAlMo0.5 may reduce the oxidation 

resistance due to the MoO3 volatilization at high temperatures as reported by 

Cheng et al. [27] and Li et al. [28]. Similar to Mo studies, Geng et al. [29] and Cao 

et al. [26] suggested that V and W exhibits the same behavior due to the 

deleterious and volatile oxides formation.  
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 The influence of Hf and Zr addition in oxidation behavior was investigated 

by Sheikh et al. [30] with the MPE alloy Hf0.5Nb0.5Ta0.5Ti1.5Zr from 600 to 

1000°C in air up to 50h. The researchers observed that the alloy exhibited the 

pesting phenomena due to the non-formation of a protective oxide scale and the 

formation of an internal reaction zone. However, when they removed Hf and Zr, 

no pesting was observed because Hf and Zr forms a non-protective oxide 

external scale composed of a complex oxide mixture with a not compatible 

thermal expansion comparing to the alloy. 

 Young [31] describes pesting phenomena as an oxidation mechanism 

common in refractory elements and it is characterized by oxygen diffusion trough 

the grain boundaries at moderated temperatures, 600-800°C. Consequently, a 

fast intergranular oxidation is observed and also a fast disintegration of the metal 

substrate. 

 Additionally, a comparative between different systems of MPE alloys and 

element additions are shown in Figure 2.2 and Table 2.1, where it is possible to 

note that Al, Cr and Ta alloys exhibits smaller mass gain per areas in tests at 

1000°C up to 20h in air, followed by alloys with Al and Cr and also Zr and V. 

 

Figure 2.2 - Comparison between different MPE alloy systems in terms of 

oxidation behavior in air at 1000°C up to 20h [2]. 
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Table 2.1 - Most Elements additions and their consequences in oxidation 

behavior. Adapted from Gorr et al. [2]. 

Element Advantage Disadvantage 
Hf - Supports the pesting 

phenomena by 
increasing the oxides 

volume 

Mo - Oxide volatilization 
above 795°C 

Nb - Non-protective oxides 
formation 

Ta Increases the temperature to for the 
non-protective Nb2O5 and the protective 

CrTaO4 

- 

V - Oxide volatilization 
above 678°C 

W - Oxide volatilization 
above 1000°C 

Zr - Oxides with fast growth 
rate and supports the 

pesting phenomena by 
increasing the oxides 

volume 
Ti Supports the formation of complex 

oxides with high solubility of different 
metal cations 

- 

Al Forms a protective oxide Al2O3 and 
reduces the oxidation kinetics 

- 

Cr Forms protective oxides as Cr2O3 and 
CrTaO4 and may neutralize the 

presence of Nb2O5 by the NbCrO4 
formation 

- 

Si Reduces the V oxidation, facilities the 
Al2O3 formation and reduces nitridation 

- 

Y May improves scale adherence - 

 

 Aimed to develop a MPE alloy with satisfactory behavior in harsh 

environments and in service at high temperature, for space and aerospace 

applications, Butler et al. [19] investigated the composition of MPE alloys based 

on Ta, Nb, Ti, Cr additions. They conducted studies with NbCr, TiNbCr and 

TaTiNbCr. The researchers characterized these alloys and reported that: (i) the 

NbCr alloy microstructure is composed of a Laves C15 matrix with BCC 

precipitates; (ii) the Ti addition to the NbCr alloy inverts the microstructure to a 
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BCC matrix rich in Nb and Ti with Laves phase precipitates rich in Cr; (iii) the Ta 

addition increases the BCC phase fraction and retain the Laves phase 

precipitation, as shown in the thermodynamics calculations in Figure 2.3 did with 

Pandat Nb2020 databases.  

 

Figure 2.3 - Thermodynamics calculation obtained by Pandat Nb2020 databases 

for (a) NbCr alloy; (b) TiNbCr alloy and (c) TaTiNbCr alloy [19]. 

 

 Focused on evaluating the mechanical behavior of NbCr, TiNbCr and 

TaTiNbCr alloys, Butler and colleagues [19] tested samples under compressive 

conditions at 25, 1000 and 1200°C. They reported that the binary alloy, NbCr, 

exhibited the highest value for mechanical resistance at all tested temperatures 

(1670MPa at 25°C, 1480MPa at 1000°C and 1074MPa at 1200°C), but it did not 

exhibit a ductile behavior at 25 and 1000°C. On the other hand, the TiNbCr MPE 

alloy exhibited a quietly decreasing in the resistance at 25°C (1659MPa at 25°C, 

218MPa at 1000°C and 60MPa at 1200°C), however its behavior was more 

ductile. The alloy composed of TaTiNbCr exhibited the smallest values for 
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mechanical resistance (665MPa at 25°C, 84MPa at 1000°C and 37MPa at 

1200°C) but the best ductile in all conditions.  

 Butler et al. [32] evaluated the oxidation behavior of the same MPE alloys 

in air at 1200°C up to 24h by isothermal tests. The researchers reported that the 

oxidation kinetics of NbCr and TiNbCr were similar and almost parabolic during 

all of testing time, as shown in Figure 2.4. However, the TaTiNbCr alloy exhibited 

the worst behavior characterized by a parabolic behavior up to 8h, followed by a 

linear behavior up to 24h, and according to the research group it happened due 

to the spallation and a complex oxide scale formation with repetitive and non-

continuous layers, composed of high defects density as porous and cracks.  

 

Figure 2.4 - (a) Mass gain per area in function of the oxidation time and (b) its 

math ajustment based on Wagner's law, for tests in air at 1200°C up to 24h. 

Adapted from Butler et al.  [32]. 

 

 In this study, the researchers also highlighted that more environment 

evaluations need to be done, with different temperatures, longer exposure time, 

early-stages investigation, as the oxidation mechanisms can be changed and 

they not clear yet, as highlighted by Welch et al. [33]. Recent studies as 

conducted by Gorr et al. [2], Butler et al. [32] and Welch et al. [33] also highlighted 

that testing in different environments such as with low partial pressure of oxygen, 

as sulfidizing, should be done to increase the possibilities of application of MPE 

alloys.  
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2.2 Environmental degradation behavior 

The environmental degradation behavior plays a crucial role in the 

selection of materials for applications, such as energy, the chemical industry, oil 

and gas, and strategic fields. This is particularly true for those operating under 

special conditions of temperature, pressure, and varying compositions [31].  

In this context, studies in harsh environments at different temperatures are 

conducted based on commercial processes. The degradation resistance of the 

alloy depends on its protective mechanism. In other words, the resistance to 

degradation relies on the formation of a protective scale that acts as a barrier to 

gas/contaminant diffusion [34].  

This section aims to discuss oxidation due to the most commercial 

application works under oxygen presence and sulfidation due to the difference 

elements behavior in reduced oxygen environment. 

 

2.2.1 Oxidation behavior 

Among a lot of oxidation process parameters, Gemelli [35] and Young [31] 

highlight that the oxidation process is affected by the microstructure and chemical 

composition of the alloy.  

In this context, Gesmundo and Gleeson [36] described the oxidation 

process in function of two-phase alloys comparing to single-phase alloys in terms 

of the stable scaling formation. The researchers reported that the slow-growing 

is more difficult in the case of two-phase alloys, so they needs higher 

concentration of the reactive element alloying. 

Figure 2.5 shows the main oxidation behavior and scaling growth of two-

phase alloys according to Gesmundo and Gleeson [36]. The first one, Figure 2.5 

(a), is characterized by the two phases oxidizing independently and a nonuniform 

scale is formed, as reported by Smeggil [37] oxidizing an Eutectic Alloy Ni3AI-

Ni3Nb in air at 1155°C, Figure 2.6 (a), and extending for sulfidation behavior, this 

type also was observed by Mallia and Young [38] studying duplex stainless steel 

SAF 2205 at 1058°C, 1148°C and 1238°C, Figure 2.6 (b). 
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(a)                               (b)                               (c)  

Figure 2.5 - Examples of the main oxidation behaviors for two-phase alloys. (a) 

The two phases oxidize independently; (b) The two phases oxidize cooperatively; 

and (c) The solute-rich second phase acts as a reservoir [36]. 

 

 

(a)                                                   (b) 

Figure 2.6 - Example of two-phase alloys scaling-growth process. (a) Eutectic 

Alloy Ni3AI-Ni3Nb oxidized in air at 1155°C during 10min. (b) Duplex Stainless 

Steel SAF 2205 sulfidized at 1238°C K with a partial pressure of sulfur equal to 

3x10-8 atm during 12h. Adapted from Smeggil [37] and Mallia and Young [38]. 

 

The second mechanism shown in Figure 2.5 (b) is characterized by a 

uniform scaling formation due to the two phases oxidize cooperatively [36]. This 

behavior was observed by Barrett and Lowell [39] oxidizing cyclically Ni-Cr-Al 

alloys at 1100 and 1200°C in air during 500 cycles of 1h each at 1100°C and 200 

cycles of 1h each at 1200°C, Figure 2.7 (a), and by Carrasco et al. [40] with the 

same system, but tested isothermally at 750 and 850°C. 

The third type highlighted by Figure 2.5 is characterized by the action of 

the solute-rich second phase. It acts as an effective solute reservoir for the scale 
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growth, consequently, an accumulation of solute-rich second-phase particles at 

the alloy-scale interface occurs due to the metal consumption. This behavior was 

reported by Espevik and colleagues [41] for Co-Cr-W alloys with 34-40 wt.% Cr 

and up to 10 wt.% W oxidized in air at 1000 and 1250°C up to 20h, Figure 2.7 

(b), and Belen et al. [42] for 25Cr-35Ni cast steels with Al addition oxidized at 

1000°C in pure dry oxygen up to 1224h. 

 

 

                                   (a)                                                    (b) 

Figure 2.7 - (a)Ni-9.73Cr17.18AI alloy after cyclic oxidation 500 1-hr cycles at 

1100 with a magnification of 250 [39]; (b) Co-Cr-6W alloy oxidized in air at 1200°C 

during 8h with a magnification of 350 [41]. 

  

Additionally, Gesmundo and Gleeson [36] highlighted that two-phase 

ternary alloys exhibit more complex oxidation process compared to the two-

phase binary alloys due to an extra degree of introduced in ternary alloys. As 

consequence, the diffusion of alloying elements back into the ternary alloy must 

be considered. This introduces the possibility of diffusion occurring through a two-

phase structure, thereby altering the phase constitution of the alloy, potentially 

increasing the oxidation kinetics. It is important to note, however, that this effect 

may not be significant in cases where the diffusion rate of the components is 

exceptionally low. 

 As highlighted by Gorr et al. [2] for MPE alloys, the oxidation behavior is 

also determined by the chemical composition. Stringer [43] evaluated the 

oxidation of Nb crystals in air at from 560 to 925°C up to 300 min and reported 
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linear kinetics behavior for all conditions. However, different oxidation 

mechanisms and oxides morphology are reported, as shown in Figure 2.8.  

 At temperatures lower than 600°C, the process is characterized by the 

formation Nb2O5 and NbO. While the Nb2O5 grew as a dense layer, the NbO grew 

as platelets parallel to the {100} planes in the metal, which produced pores in the 

Nb2O5 layer which act as crack nucleators. With it, the process was considered 

as anisotropy oxidation because of the formation of NbO structure.  

  

 

(a)                           (b)                             (c)                               (d) 

Figure 2.8 - Cross-section of Nb crystals oxidized in air (a) at 560°C during 

260min; (b) at 750°C during 300min; (c) at 825°C during 95min; and (d) at 925°C 

during 73min. Adapted from Stringer [43]. 

   

However, increasing the temperature, the NbO platelets formation 

disappeared and the anisotropy consequently and a cyclic oxidation mechanism 

is suggested based on the vacancy supersaturation development. During growth 

of compact oxide scale rich in Nb2O5, a vacancy supersaturation was developed 

in the vicinity of the oxide/metal interface due to difficulties in transferring metal 

atoms or oxygen atoms across the interface. When the supersaturation reached 

a critical value, the vacancies started to precipitate as voids, until the 

supersaturation had been removed. Growth of compact oxide then 

recommences, and the cycle repeats, consequently a stratified porous layer 

morphology is generated [43]. 

Jiang and colleagues [44] evaluated the influence of Nb addition on Ti-(0-

50 at.%) Al alloys’ oxidation behavior in air at 1446°C up to 24h. They reported 

that the kinetics was parabolic up to 20 at.% of Nb addition, when it started to be 

linear. According to the researchers, up to 15 at.% Nb addition, the Nb exists as 

a solid solution with TiO2 and when this component content increases, complex 
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oxides start to be formed as TiNb2O7 and, consequently, the kinetics is faster, a 

linear behavior is described and a stratified porous layer formation is observed, 

as Stringer [43] for Nb crystals oxidation.  

Kofstad et al. [45] investigated the Ti oxidation mechanism from 300 to 

1000°C in air up to 5h. The researchers observed that: (i) Ti exhibited a 

logarithmic behavior up to 300 min testing at 300°C and followed by a cubic 

behavior. This fact suggested that the oxide scale was dominated by the 

formation of thin layers parallel to the surface; (ii) a cubic behavior from 300 to 

600°C attributed to the oxygen diffusion into the Ti specie; (iii) a parabolic at 

temperatures higher than 850°C associated to the oxygen diffusion trough the 

TiO2 scale, followed by a linear kinetics due to the cracks into the TiO2 scale 

because of stresses in the oxide and phase boundary. 

 Due to its remarkable low density, Ti and Ti-alloys are largely studied by 

strategic industry. Dai et al. [46] reported that Ti-6Al-4V alloys has the maximum 

application at 350°C due to the poor high temperature oxidation resistance. At 

high temperatures, oxygen ingress in the alloy, first, the oxide scale thickness 

increases with oxygen internal diffusion and, consequently, it generates a 

decrease in bonding strength between the oxidation film and the alloy leads to a 

spallation process. Following this, ordered phases and fragile layers begin to form 

on the alloy surface, resulting in lattice distortion and a reduction in the 

mechanical properties of the alloy. 

 Dorcheh and colleagues [47] highlight the extensive interest about Cr 

addition in alloys applied in oxidizing environments due to its remarkable 

oxidation resistance, they also reported how extensive is the study about the pure 

Cr oxidation behavior characterization and Cr-alloys.  

 The oxidation of Cr or Cr-alloys is characterized by a dense and protective 

Cr-oxide scale, generally composed of Cr2O3, which acts as a barrier between 

the oxidizing environment and the metal. Consequently, the kinetics is described 

by a parabolic behavior [48]. 

Buscail et al. [49], studied Cr oxidation at 800, 900 and 1000°C and 

highlighted that the oxidation behavior of Cr is different according to the 

temperature. In all tested temperature not only, a parabolic behavior was 



14 
 

 
 

described but also a diffusion-controlled growth mechanism. Mitchell and 

colleagues [50] reported at 700°C, the growth of the Cr2O3 scale is primarily 

driven by outward chromium diffusion. Caplan and Sprouli [51], through 

calculations based on the diffusion coefficient of chromium in Cr2O3 at 950°C, 

indicated that the oxide on chromium primarily grows through grain-boundary 

transport of cations. Additionally, at temperatures exceeding 1000°C, the 

volatilization of Cr2O3 is reported, leading to a subsequent decrease in oxidation 

resistance [52]. 

However, Butler et al. [32] compare the oxidation behavior of NbCr and 

TiNbCr MPE alloys in air at 1200°C up to 24h. Analyzing the oxidized samples 

cross-sections, Figure 2.9, the researchers noted lower porosity density in the 

Cr2O3 scale formed in the ternary alloy. This fact suggests that the TiO2 outer 

layer act as a barrier for Cr2O3 volatilization, consequently, the Cr2O3 layer is 

retained during more time.  

 

 

Figure 2.9 - EDS Mapping of (a)-(c) NbCr alloy and (d)-(f) TiNbCr alloy, oxidized 

at 1200°C in air during 8h. Adapted from Butler et al. [32].  

  

Chyrkin [53] studied the oxidation behavior of Cr-forming Nickel-Base Alloy 

625, which is part of Ni-Cr-Mo-Nb system and reported the chemical interaction 

between Nb and Cr. Samples tested in air at 900-1000°C up to 1000h exhibited 

Nb concentration, underneath the Cr2O3 scale, doubled compared to the Nb initial 

concentration in the alloy, highlighting the Nb diffusion from the bulk alloy, similar 
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results were obtained by Malafaia et al. [54] and Nope et al. [55]. Additionally, the 

precipitation on Nb-rich phase (δ) in vicinity of the interface between the oxide 

scale and the alloy surface require Nb diffusion from a region of low towards a 

region of high concentration, in other words, a Nb flux against the concentration 

gradient in called as uphill diffusion.  

 The uphill diffusion can be explained by the diffusion theory, as shown in   

Equation 1, where the flux of 𝑘 species is 𝐽𝑘 and it is a function of the chemical 

potential gradient. 𝑀𝑘 is the mobility of  𝑘 species, 𝑉̅𝑚  is the molar volume, 𝑥𝑘 is 

the molar fraction of 𝑘, 𝜇𝑘 the chemical potential of 𝑘 and 𝑍 is a spatial coordinate 

that in this case it corresponds to the distance from the oxide scale and the alloy 

interface [56]. 

  Equation 1 

𝐽𝑘 = −
1

𝑉̅𝑚

 𝑀𝑘𝑥𝑘

𝜕𝜇𝑘

𝜕𝑍
 

  

Analyzing the Equation 1 it is noted that if  𝜇𝑁𝑏 increases along the Cr 

depletion profile from the interface between the oxide scale and the alloy in 

direction of the bulk alloy, the 𝐽𝑁𝑏 is negative and the Nb diffusion will be in a 

opposite direction of the activity gradient, towards the interface between oxide 

scale and alloy. Therefore, decreasing the 𝜇𝑁𝑏 with the increasing of Cr 

concentration, Nb diffuses toward the most Cr-depleted area, which is the 

interface between oxide scale and the alloy [53, 56].  

 The interaction between Nb and Cr that results in the Nb uphill diffusion 

can be explained by the Ficks’ law [31], Equation 2, where the flux  𝐽 is a function 

of the diffusivity and the gradient of the concentration 𝐶 in the spatial coordinate 

𝑥. 

Equation 2 

𝐽 = −𝐷
𝜕𝐶

𝜕𝑥
 

  

Applying the Equation 2 to the Nb and Cr diffusivity, the   Equation 3 is resulted, 

where the Nb flux 𝐽𝑁𝑏 is a function of the Nb diffusivity in Nb (𝐷𝑁𝑏𝑁𝑏) and in Cr 
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(𝐷𝑁𝑏𝐶𝑟) and a function of the Nb concentration gradient (
𝜕𝐶𝑁𝑏

𝜕𝑥
) and Cr 

concentration gradient (
𝜕𝐶𝐶𝑟

𝜕𝑥
) along the spatial coordinate 𝑥. 

  Equation 3 

𝐽𝑁𝑏 = −𝐷𝑁𝑏𝑁𝑏

𝜕𝐶𝑁𝑏

𝜕𝑥
−  𝐷𝑁𝑏𝐶𝑟

𝜕𝐶𝐶𝑟

𝜕𝑥
 

   

The Nb flux is a positive factor and based on results reported for example 

by Chyrkin [53], Malafaia et al. [54] and Nope et al. [55], due to the Cr oxidation 

forming the external scale and the Cr-depletion zone generated in the underneath 

the interface between the oxide scale and bulk alloy, the Cr concentration 

gradient multiplied by the diffusivity of Nb in Cr should be positive and, 

consequently, the term of the gradient of Nb concentration multiplied by the 

diffusivity of Nb in Nb should be negative, Equation 4, and it is only possible if the 

chemical parameter interaction between Cr and Nb would be positive (𝜀𝐶𝑟𝑁𝑏), 

characterizing a positivity chemical interaction that results in a uphill diffusion of 

Nb.  

Equation 4 

+𝜐𝑒 =  −(−𝜐𝑒) + 𝜐𝑒 

 

𝜀𝐶𝑟𝑁𝑏 > 0 

 

2.2.2 Sulfidation behavior 

 Oil industry has sulfur like the most contaminant with a fraction varying 

from 1% to 5%, it depends on step of the industry and the area that the oil is 

extracted. Also, in case of combustion with excess of air of fuel for generating 

heat in some process, sulfur reacts with oxygen, and it generates SO2 and SO3. 

But some cases, as coal gasification to substitute natural gas or medium- or low-

BTU fuel gases, the combustion is taking place under stoichiometric or sub 

stoichiometric conditions to convert feedstock to process gases like H2 and 

hydrocarbons. In this case, sulfur reacts and forms H2S resulting in a reducing 

environment with a low oxygen potential [57-60]. 
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In reducing environment, the corrosion reaction is characterized by a 

competition between oxidation and sulfidation. So, reducing the partial pressure 

of oxygen, the oxygen activity will be reduced as well and with it, the sulfidation 

is favored. On the other hand, increasing the partial pressure of oxygen, the 

oxidation reactions are increased. So, the sulfidation reaction is controlled by 

partial pressure of both gases, sulfur and oxygen [60, 61].  

Generally, sulfides have negative Gibbs energy and the difference 

between sulfur atomic radius and metal ions is greater than between oxygen and 

metal ions, therefore, they have lower lattice energies. Consequently, the Gibbs 

energy of formation of sulfur compounds will be lower than that of oxygen and 

they will have lower melting temperature. Therefore, liquid products can be 

formed as well eutectic reaction can occur and both tend to rapidly consume the 

metal and increase the sulfidation attack [6, 57, 62].  

In the examination of the lattice energy disparity between oxides and 

sulfides, the energy shift when one mole of a crystalline ionic compound is 

created from its individual ions, initially presumed to be in a gaseous state, serves 

as an indicator of the adhesive forces that unite ionic solids, with sulfides 

exhibiting reduced values in comparison [53, 57-64]. 

The lower lattice energies in sulfides make the point defect creation easier, 

consequently the higher diffusion rate and growth rate is reported for sulfides than 

for oxides. But, on the other hand, it generates deviations from stoichiometry that 

can occur more in sulfides than oxides and the sulfidation products can be less 

protective than its corresponding oxide, as chromium for example [57, 61-65].  

Sulfides scales on common metals grow by the outward diffusion of 

cations and they lose their full contact with the alloy surface and the gas 

ingression into the alloy starts to occur, resulting in the formation of a porous inner 

layer and the gradual deterioration of scale compactness [57]. 

However, some exceptions are highlighted by Strafford and Datta [66] and 

Gleeson [59], refractory metals like Nb, Mo, Ta and W undergo a scaling process 

through the inward diffusion of anions, forming an inner layer with a low density 

of defects. Consequently, their sulfidation kinetics is lower than their 
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corresponding oxidation resistance, as shown in Figure 2.10. In other words, the 

sulfidation resistance of refractory metals is superior to their oxidation resistance. 

Among refractory metals, Nb has the lowest sulfidation rate, which is 

comparable to the oxidation of Cr for analogous conditions, as shown in Figure 

2.10. Chen and colleagues [62] studied the influence of Nb addition on Ni 

sulfidation behavior from 10 to 40 wt.% of Nb and they observed a decreasing in 

sulfidation rates with increasing niobium concentration until 34 wt.%, because in 

40 wt.% a non-continuous NbS2 layer was formed. They also noted that the 

location of Nb was the same that before sulfidation tests, so no outward diffusion, 

suggesting that NbS2 grows by inward diffusion of sulfur, as observed by the Pt 

marking that indicated that the layer grows by outward diffusion of Ni.  

Similar results were obtained by Gleeson and colleagues [67] when they 

studied the influence of 10-30 wt.% Nb addition on Co in sulfidation behavior at 

600-700°C. The investigated compositions were Co-10Nb, Co-20Nb, Co-25Nb 

and Co-30Nb that exhibited a two-phase microstructure composed of a solid 

solution α-Co and intermetallic precipitates of NbCo3. The researchers observed, 

with short-time sulfidation tests, that the solid solution sulfidized first and formed 

nodules of CoS. On the other hand, the NbCo3 phase formed a thin protective 

layer rich in NbS2. While the nodules grew laterally and coalesced inside of the 

external scale, the NbS2 reacted with the CoS to form CoNb2S4 in a completely 

or partially way.  

As mentioned before and observed in the Figure 2.10, refractory metals 

exhibit sulfidation rate slower than oxidation [59, 66]. However, comparing the 

sulfidation behavior of Co-Mo alloys with up to 40 wt.% Mo with the pure Mo 

sulfidation behavior, Gleeson et al. [58] reported faster kinetics and a semi-

protective MoS2 formation in the alloy than the pure Mo instead of protective as 

in the pure Mo. 

 According to the researchers, this fact could be explained by the structure 

and chemical properties of MoS2 [58]. This sulfide has a hexagonal crystal 

structure described by the stacking sequence …SMoS SMoS SMoS… and it is 

characterized by having strong, covalently bonded S-Mo-S molecular 

sandwiches welded together by weak Van der Waals forces. Consequently, 3d 
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metals such as Co, Fe and Ni can intercalated into the Van der Waals gap, as 

represented by Figure 2.11, where also highlights the charge transfer that 

happens in this process. 
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Figure 2.10 - Comparison of parabolic kinetics rate between oxidation and 

sulfidation. Data from Mrowec [57]. 

 

 

Figure 2.11 - Schematic of the sandwich structure of MoS2 showing the Van der 

Waals gap between the loosely bound S-Mo-S [58]. 

  

Additionally, the Co+2 cations (radius ~0.72Å) intercalation occurs in 

octahedral holes in the Van der Waals gap, which the radius is ~0.74Å, so the 

Co+2 cations can fit with a minimum of distortion. Consequently, this layer did not 



20 
 

 
 

act as a barrier to the outward Co diffusion due to provide a short-circuit diffusion 

path for the Co+2 cations [58]. 

The influence of Cr addition on the sulfidation behavior of Co-base alloys 

was reported by Whittle et al. [68] with 1 up 25 wt.% of Cr at 800 and 1000°C in 

H2S/H2 atmosphere with a partial pressure of sulfur equals to 0.02atm. The 

researchers highlighted a parabolic behavior for all alloys and comparing to pure 

Co sulfidation, they observed that the rate increased with the Cr concentration up 

to 10 wt.% at 1000°C and up to 5 wt.% at 800°C. However, after it, they noted 

that the rate decreased progressively with an increasing in the Cr concentration 

due to the formation of Cr-rich sulfide.  

Studying Co-Cr alloys with 1atm of sulfur vapor at 550 up to 900°C, 

Biegum et al. [69] reported that the inner layer rich in Cr sulfide suggests being 

composed of a solid solution of CoS in Cr2S3. 

Mrowec [6, 65] investigated the effect of adding Cr to Fe-Cr, Co-Cr and Ni-

Cr alloys, as shown in Figure 2.12, where is highlighted that alloys with a high Cr 

content present similar behavior and low additions of Cr, close to 2 at.%, do not 

play an important role in the behavior and the layers of products formed are 

single-phase.  

 

Figure 2.12 - Dependance of sulfidation kinetics with the Cr concentration at 

900°C with sulfur pressure equals to 1atm. Adapted from Mrowec [65]. 
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However, increasing the content to approximately 20 at.%, the sulfidation 

kinetics are reduced due to internal reactions generating a layer of Fe(Fe2-

xCrx)S4 for the Fe-Cr alloys, chromium sulfide with nickel and cobalt for the other 

alloys. Therefore, by increasing the Cr content, the product layer generated would 

be homogeneous in chromium sulfide doped with the base metal and the 

sulfidation kinetics will be lower than that of pure chromium. Nevertheless, when 

the Cr in the base metal is highly diffused and reacted, the base metal will suffer 

greater attack [65]. 

Additionally, Davin et al. [70]. investigated the influence of Al, Ta, Mo, Nb, 

W or Y addition in the Co-Cr alloys their sulfidation behavior. They observed that 

these additions had a greater affinity for S than Cr formed inner sulfide layer. 

However, Al was the only addition to improve the resistance and they attributed 

this observation to the small amount of the added elements, as Nb addition was 

only 3 wt.%. 

Gleeson et al. [71] analyzed the influence of the addition of Al, Cr, Mn or 

Ti in the sulfidation behavior of Co-Mo alloys, in an atomic proportion of 55Co, 

20Mo and 25 of the third element, at 600 or 700°C to 900°C in a partial pressure 

of sulfur equals to 10-2 atm. The researchers reported a complex, multilayered 

scales formation and, generally, composed of an outer layer rich in Co-sulfide, an 

intermediate layer that contained primarily the ternary element sulfide, and an 

inner layer which was no homogeneous in phases.  

They concluded that Al and Cr additions improved the sulfidation 

resistance of the Co-Mo alloy, however, Mn addition decreases the resistance. 

The Ti addition promoted the formation of sulfides, however, due to the high 

oxygen solubility, Ti oxides were also formed even in a reduced partial pressure 

of oxygen, so it was impossible to compare the sulfidation kinetics with the other 

elements addition. The difficulty to isolate the sulfidation process in the Ti is also 

highlighted by Gorr et al. [2]. 

Raikar et al. [72] reported the sulfidation behavior of Ti and Ti-6Al-4V alloy 

up to 950°C during 4h. The researchers analyzed all data and evaluated the 

behavior based on the metal consumption instead of mass gain per area, due to 
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the spallation that some condition exhibited. They highlighted a parabolic 

behavior suggesting that the TiS2 rich layer was protective.  

Mrowec [57] highlights that in sulfidation & oxidation environments, Ti 

addition trends to form TiO2 due to the high oxygen solubility and fast kinetics. 

However, this oxide increases the diffusion of sulfur through the external scale, 

characterizing no protection against sulfidizing & oxidizing environments.  

The superalloy Co-Ni-based Haynes 188 is highlighted in the literature as 

having a satisfactory behavior in environments containing sulfur, with slower 

kinetics than other superalloys as Hastelloy X, Incone1671, Incoloy 800, for 

example [5, 73, 74]. 

However, Haynes 188 tested in sulfidizing environments forms Ni and Co 

sulfides which represents a disadvantage in its application, due to the eutectic 

reaction of Ni+Ni3S2 at 645°C and the melting point of Ni3S2 at 788°C, and a 

eutectic reaction of Co+CoS at 880°C [5]. As consequence, molten sulfides are 

formed and it increases the sulfide attack and can cause catastrophic sulfidation 

attack because they destroy the dense scale so easily [6, 73]. 

During their studies, Douglass and colleagues [73] noted that the Haynes 

188 was the only superalloy that exhibits a quite linear/almost parabolic behavior 

in sulfidation environments, compared to 310 stainless steel, Hastelloy X, 

Incone1671, Incoloy 800 and FeCrAlY (GEl541 and MA956) tested at 1600 and 

1800°F (~871 and ~982°C, respectively) with 2.7 and 0.8% sulfur.  

The researchers reported that the sulfidation process resulted in a thick 

sulfide scale formation in all of alloys tested and an extensive internal sulfidation 

zone that suggested that it dominated the process [73]. 

 

2.3 High temperatures behavior analysis: kinetics and Thermodynamics 

2.3.1 Kinetics 

Oxidation and sulfidation processes are, in general, similar, because metal 

sulfides have the same type of cation defect as metal oxides. Therefore, 

Wagner's theory can be equally applied to both processes [58]. 

Generally, oxidation and sulfidation kinetics can be described by linear, 

logarithmic, or parabolic behavior. In linear kinetics, the layer of reaction product 
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formed on the surface is porous, presents some discontinuities, spallation, or it is 

not adherent. Consequently, the gas continues diffusing through the scale and 

will always be in contact with the metal surface where it is dissociated and 

ingresses to the alloy, and an internal reaction zone is formed. Therefore, the 

growth of the layer is controlled by the fast interfacial reactions, and it is 

independent of its thickness and can be expressed by Equation 5, where ∆𝑊 is 

the mass gain, 𝐴 is the superficial area initial, 𝑘𝑙 is the constant of linear kinetics 

and 𝑡 is the time. 

Equation 5 

(
∆𝑊

𝐴
) = 𝑘𝑙𝑡 

 

The logarithmic oxidation/sulfidation kinetics occur in metals that have 

practically constant thickness over time. The metals oxidize/sulfidize more quickly 

at the beginning of the process, and after it, the process is almost constant [75]. 

Furthermore, layers grow according to the logarithmic law described by Equation 

6, where 𝑘𝑒 is the constant of logarithmic kinetics and 𝑎 and 𝑏 are constants [61]. 

Equation 6 

(
∆𝑊

𝐴
) =  𝑘𝑒 log(𝑎𝑡 + 𝑏) 

 

The parabolic kinetics behavior has the diffusion as the limiting step t 

because it is the slowest process which the reaction rate decreases over time. 

After the initial formation of the oxide/sulfide, two sequential steps occur, the first 

of which can be described by the reactions at the metal/reaction product layer 

and reaction product/gas layer interfaces, and they control the reaction rate. The 

second stage is due to the transport of material in the form of ions and electrons 

through the formed layer [61]. The parabolic behavior is characterized by a 

protective scale formation which does not allow the gas keep contact with the 

surface of the metal [61]. The process can be described by  Equation 7, where  

𝑘𝑝 is reaction rate constants of parabolic kinetics. 
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 Equation 7 

(
∆𝑊

𝐴
)

2

=  𝑘𝑝𝑡 

 

Additionally, the parabolic constant depends on the bond energy of the 

cations in the formed compound and its structure, in addition to the temperature 

and partial pressure of oxygen/sulfur in some cases [61]. Therefore, considering 

a constant pressure, the parabolic constant will vary according to Arrhenius' law, 

as shown in Equation 8, in which 𝑄 is the activation energy, 𝑅 is the ideal gas 

constant and 𝑇 is the temperature. 

Equation 8 

𝑘𝑝 = 𝑘0𝑒𝑥𝑝 (
−𝑄

𝑅𝑇
) 

 

Often, in oxidation and sulfidation processes at high temperatures, the 

kinetics are linear or parabolic, however, it depends on the crystalline structure 

and composition of the layers formed. Furthermore, it is worth highlighting that 

both processes affect the useful life of the material, as they affect its integrity, and 

the component may fail catastrophically [31]. 

 Frequently, in the case of MPE alloys, to analyze the kinetics of the 

process in terms of behavior and to calculate the rate, is done by the linearization 

of Wagner’s law, as shown in Equation 9 and Figure 2.13.  

With the fitting highlighted by Equation 9, it is possible to calculate, with 

the slope, the time exponent n and according to Welch et al. [33] if its value is 

equals to 1, the kinetics are categorized as linear, primarily influenced by metal-

oxide interface reactions. When n equals 0.5, the material exhibits parabolic 

kinetics, signifying a diffusion-controlled rate involving either the outward diffusion 

of cations, the inward diffusion of anions, or a combination of both processes. 

Exponents between 1 and 0.5 suggest mixed-mode behavior, incorporating both 

diffusion- and interface-controlled mechanisms. Kinetics displaying sub-parabolic 

behavior below 0.5 indicate diffusion-controlled reactions in conjunction with 

volatilization effects, such as cubic kinetics where n equals 0.3.  Additionally, the 

oxidation data can be analyzed by a log fitting as shown in Figure 2.4. 
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Equation 9 

ln (
∆𝑊

𝐴
) = ln 𝑘 +  𝑛 ln 𝑡 

 

                               (a)                                                         (b) 

Figure 2.13 - (a) Mass gain per area in function of time and (b) the analysis fitting 

for the equiatomic Ta-Mo-Cr-Ti-Al alloy. Adapted from Schellert et al. [76]. 

 

2.3.2 Oxidation thermodynamics 

At high temperatures, the Gibbs energy variation is more negative and due 

to the exothermic nature of oxidation reactions in metals, such reactions are 

favored, and the reaction rate is higher [75]. 

The tendency of a given metal to react with oxygen and form an oxide can 

be defined by the Gibbs energy, as shown in Equation 10, in which Δ𝐺° 

corresponds to the standard Gibbs energy and 𝐾 to the reaction equilibrium 

constant [77]. 

Equation 10 

 

∆𝐺 =  ∆𝐺0 + 𝑅𝑇 ln𝐾  

 

The condition imposed for the spontaneity of a chemical reaction is that its 

Gibbs energy variation is less than or equal to zero, with chemical equilibrium 

reaching when this is zero, thus, Equation 11. 

Equation 11 

∆𝐺0 = −𝑅𝑇 ln 𝐾 
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Considering the reaction between oxygen and a metal M, in addition to the 

oxygen activity that corresponds to its partial pressure and this for pure solids is 

unity, the equilibrium constant can be described by Equation 12. 

 

2𝑀 +  𝑂2  → 2𝑀𝑂 

Equation 12 

𝐾 =  
1

𝑃𝑂2

 

 

Replacing Equation 12 in Equation 11, the Equation 13 is resulted, which 

can be graphically represented by the Ellingham diagram, Figure 2.14, that allows 

the comparison of the thermodynamic stability of the oxides as a function of 

temperature and the activity of the reactants. 

Equation 13 

∆𝐺0 = 𝑅𝑇 ln 𝑃𝑂2
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Figure 2.14 - Ellingham diagram for Nb, Ti and Cr main oxides formation. Data 

from HSC Chemistry Software Databases. 

 

Furthermore, according to Adamian and Almendra [77], depending on the 

partial pressure of oxygen, some metals can form different layers of oxides with 
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different compositions, with the oxide richest in metal and with greatest stability 

being formed in contact with the metal, while less metal-rich and more oxygen-

rich is formed in contact with the oxidizing atmosphere. 

 

2.3.3 Sulfidation thermodynamics 

Considering the H2/H2S gas mixture in equilibrium, Equation 14, the 

equilibrium constant K can be calculated with Equation 15, in which 𝑃𝐻2 

corresponds to the partial pressure of hydrogen, 𝑃𝑆2 at the partial pressure of 

sulfur and 𝑃𝐻2𝑆 at the partial pressure of hydrogen sulfide [60, 78]. 

Equation 14 

𝐻2𝑆 ↔ 𝐻2 +  
1

2
𝑆2 

Equation 15 

𝐾 =
𝑃𝐻2√𝑃𝑆2

𝑃𝐻2𝑆
= 𝑒𝑥𝑝 [

−Δ𝐺0

𝑅𝑇
] 

 

Thus, considering a metal M, the sulfidation reaction can be expressed by 

Equation 16 and its Gibbs energy by Equation 17, therefore, the sulfur partial 

pressure, also called dissociation pressure, can be calculated by Equation 18.  

  

Equation 16 

𝑥𝑀 +  
1

2
𝑦𝑆2 → 𝑀𝑥𝑆𝑦 

Equation 17 

Δ𝐺° = 𝑅𝑇𝑙𝑛(𝑃𝑆2
)

1
2⁄
 

Equation 18 

(𝑃𝑆2
)

1
2⁄

= 𝑒𝑥𝑝 [
−Δ𝐺0

𝑅𝑇
] 

 

As the oxidation process, the comparison of the thermodynamic stability 

of the compounds formed as a function of temperature is possible with the 

Ellingham [60], Figure 2.15. 
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Figure 2.15 - Ellingham diagram for Nb, Ti and Cr main sulfides formation. Data 

from HSC Chemistry Software Databases. 
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3 MATERIALS AND METHODOLOGY  

3.1 Materials 

The studied MPE alloy was TiNbCr in condition as-cast and processed by 

HIP. The environmental degradation behavior was compared to the commercial 

Haynes 188, chosen for its noted high performance in sulfur-containing 

atmospheres.  

 The composition of TiNbCr MPE alloy in both conditions was determined 

by EDS analysis in at least three large areas, and the average of them and the 

deviation are shown in the Table 3.1. These analyses were made by a 

microscope of the brand ZEISS, model Sigma 500 VP SEM with Oxford Aztec X-

EDS and analyze by Oxford Aztec software, the detector was SE, the work 

distance was 8.5cm, and it was done with 20.00kV High-Voltage and a current of 

1.6µA. The microscope is installed in the University of Pittsburgh, at NFCF 

facilities in Pittsburgh – PA. The nominal composition oh Haynes 188 is shown in 

the Table 3.2  

 

Table 3.1 - TiNbCr MPE alloy in condition as-cast and HIPed chemical 

composition based on EDS analysis. 

Composition at.% Cr Nb Ti 
as-cast TiNbCr 29.6 ± 2.6 31.7 ± 2.3 31.9 ± 1.2 

HIPed TiNbCr 33.7 ± 2.1 30.7 ± 1.5 29.8 ± 2.2 

 

Table 3.2 - Haynes 188 Chemical composition in atomic percentage (at.%) [79]. 

B C Co Cr Fe La Mn Nb Ni Si Ti W O 

0.015 
max. 

0.10 39 Bal. 22 3 
max. 

0.03 1.25 
max 

− 22 0.35 − 14 − 

 

3.2  Methodology 

3.2.1 TiNbCr MPE alloy 

The microstructure prediction of TiNbCr MPE alloy was calculated by 

Calphad methodology using Thermo-Calc software with TCHEA05 Databases 

installed in a computer at University of Pittsburgh, in Pittsburgh-PA (Pitt).  
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The TiNbCr MPE alloy in condition as-cast was molten by vacuum arc 

melted in a furnace installed in University of São Paulo in Lorena-SP 

(DEMAREEL-USP), using high purity constituents (99.95%) and a high purity Ti 

getter was implemented to avoid oxidation. All the alloys were flipped and re-

melted several times to ensure chemical uniformity. 

The HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy was molten by vacuum arc melted using high 

purity constituents (99.95%), re-molten several times and processed by High 

isostatic pressing (HIP) at 1400°C during 3h using the pressure equals to 

207MPa, the heating and the cooling rates were 15°C/min and all of these steps 

were made in the Air Force Research Laboratory, Materials and Manufacturing 

Directorate, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, OH. 

 

3.2.2 TiNbCr MPE alloy: characterization 

The microstructure of the TiNbCr MPE alloy in each condition was 

characterized by scanning electron microscope (SEM), Energy-dispersive 

spectrometer (EDS), X-ray diffraction (XRD), microhardness measurements, 

hardness measurements, density calculation and dilatometry test. 

Aimed to analyze the morphology, phases and chemical composition by 

SEM and EDS, samples with 0.5x0.5x0.25 cm were cut, molten in an epoxy resin, 

and by conventional techniques they were prepared up to polishing with a 

diamond solution of 0.25µm. The SEM images were taken by a microscope of 

the brand FEI, model Apreo with EDAX EBSD & Octane Elite EDS Inspect S50, 

by CBS detector in mode all with 20.00kV High-Voltage and a current of 1.6µA. 

The EDS were made by a microscope of the brand ZEISS, model Sigma 500 VP 

SEM with Oxford Aztec X-EDS and analyze by Oxford Aztec software, the 

detector was SE, the work distance was 8.5cm, and it was done with 20.00kV 

High-Voltage and a current of 1.6µA. Both microscopes were installed in the 

University of Pittsburgh, at NFCF facilities in Pittsburgh – PA. 

Aimed to identify and quantify the phases of the TiNbCr MPE alloy, X-ray 

diffraction (XRD) analyses were performed using a 0.5x0.5x0.25 cm samples 

polished up to 25µm of a diamond solution. A diffractometer Bruker system, 

installed in the Federal University of São Carlos, at LCE facilities in São Carlos – 
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SP, was used with Kα radiation from copper, in the range of 2θ from 30º to 90º, 

with a step of 0.02º during 1h, and analyzed using the software GSAS-II, enabling 

the identification of the phases. 

As the phase composition and difference of defects density impact the 

mechanical properties, the Rockwell C hardness (HRC) measurements were 

performed using a Rockwell C hardness tester, of the brand Pantec Panambra, 

model RASN, and the measurements of Vickers microhardness (HV) were 

performed using a microhardness tester of the brand Shimadzu, model HMV2, 

and load of 1 Kgf, for 10 seconds, both are installed in the Federal University of 

Alfenas, Poços de Caldas – MG (Unifal). Approximately, 10 measurements were 

taken, and the results showed are the average of it. 

Different processing results in different defects density, so to quantify this 

difference between both conditions of the MPE alloy, the density of the TiNbCr 

alloy in both conditions were calculated by Archimedes principles, Equation 19. 

For it, TiNbCr MPE alloy 0.5x0.5x0.25 cm samples of each conditions had the 

mass measured by an analytical scale dry (𝑚1), wet (𝑚2) and dry wet (𝑚3). For 

the wet measurement, the samples were in water and vacuum during 48h to allow 

that the water penetrates all porous, (𝑚2). After this measurement, the edges 

were dried, and a new mass was measured (𝑚3).  

Equation 19 

𝜌 =
𝑚1

(𝑚3 − 𝑚2)
𝜌𝑤𝑎𝑡𝑒𝑟 

 

The last analysis the alloy characterization was dilatometer tests. They 

were aimed to evaluate the phase transformation and coefficient thermal 

expansion (CTE). For it, tests were performed using Netzsch Thermomechanical 

Analyzer (TMA) 402 F1 vertical dilatometer with a heating/cooling rate of 

10°C/min, temperatures from 25 to 1200°C with an isothermal of 5min at 1200°C, 

in high purity nitrogen gas, installed at University of Pittsburgh, in Pittsburgh-PA 

(Pitt). The tests were done in triplicate and the only average results were shown. 

After the tests, samples were characterized by SEM, EDS and XRD. 
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3.2.3 Oxidation behavior: Anisothermal tests in air 

As the TiNbCr MPE alloy was initially designed for supersonic applications, 

understanding the early stages of oxidation is crucial, particularly for space 

applications that require materials to exhibit satisfactory behavior within a very 

short period of application. The early stages of oxidation of the TiNbCr MPE alloy 

were investigated through anisothermal tests. 

 For it, samples of TiNbCr MPE in both conditions with 0.5x0.5x0.2 cm 

were prepared using SiC foil until 1200 mesh, cleaned by ultrasound bath with 

ethanol and tested in a tube furnace installed at University of Pittsburgh, in 

Pittsburgh-PA (Pitt). To compare the oxidation behavior of the TiNbCr MPE alloy, 

Haynes 188 samples were used in condition as-received, as control samples and 

prepared by the same way that the MPE.  

The first step of the anisothermal oxidation test was to know the 

temperature profile of metal samples in the furnace that would be used for the 

tests. For it, one sample of Haynes 188 was welded in a thermocouple wire type 

K and connected to the Omega software to read the temperature. Following this, 

the durations for keeping the samples in the furnace were defined based on the 

desired temperatures: 600, 900, and 1100°C. These temperatures encompass 

the range of interest for this study (600-1100°C). Since only three temperatures 

are required for this type of characterization, the temperature of 900°C was 

selected in an attempt to reduce errors arising from the short exposure time. 

The furnace was programmed to 1100°C; consequently, samples of each 

alloy were subjected to defined durations: 18s (600°C), 30s (900°C), and 50s 

(1100°C). Furthermore, additional tests were conducted at 180s (3min) and 

1800s (30min) to enhance the characterization at the highest temperature. 

The mass measurement was taken before and after each test, and the 

area used to calculate the mass gain per area was the initial surface area 

calculated by the software Image J. This software enables more accurate 

measurements to be conducted due to the angled shapes in the corners of the 

samples. 

All tested samples were characterized by SEM, EDS with the same 

equipment and parameters mentioned before; and XRD by diffractometer Bruker 
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D8 XRD system, installed in the University of Pittsburgh, at NFCF facilities in 

Pittsburgh – PA, with Kα radiation from copper, in the range of 2θ from 20 to 

95.5°, with a step of 0.5º for 2 s/step, and analyzed using the software Search-

Match. 

  

3.2.4 Oxidation behavior: Isothermal tests in air 

Considering that the alloy is expected to primarily encounter service 

conditions involving air-containing environments, the oxidation tests were 

conducted in an air atmosphere.  

 The isothermal oxidation tests in air were conducted in a tube furnace at 

800, 900 and 1000°C during 20, 60 and 100h. For it, TiNbCr MPE alloy in both 

conditions and Haynes 188 samples with approximately 1x0.5x0.25 cm were cut 

as shown in Figure 3.1, with a hole of ~2mm of diameter and they were prepared 

using SiC foil until 1200 mesh and cleaned by ultrasound bath with ethanol. 

 

Figure 3.1 - Oxidation testing sample. 

  

Samples were hanged in a Kanthal wire above an alumina crucible and 

inserted into the furnace where they were kept during 20, 60 and 100h. The mass 

measurement was taken before and after each test and the area using to 

calculate the mass gain per area was the initial superficial area calculated by the 

software Image J, as in the case of anisothermal tests. 

 The topography section of each sample was characterized by SEM, EDS 

and XRD, as described before and to characterize the cross-section, the sample 

was molten in epoxy resin and polished up to 0.25 µm with a diamond solution, 

and analyzed by SEM and EDS.  

 Like anisothermal tests, to compare the TiNbCr MPE alloy behavior, the 

Haynes 188 was tested under same conditions. 
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3.2.5 Oxidation behavior: cyclic tests in air 

In addition to evaluating the degradation behavior in air, cyclic tests were 

performed. They were conducted in an automatic furnace of WT Industry with a 

software to control the furnace movement up and down, installed at Federal 

University of São João del-Rei São João del-Rei -MG (UFSJ), and just HIPed 

TiNbCr MPE alloy was tested at 800 and 900°C, involving 100 cycles with each 

lasting 60 minutes, followed by a 10-minute period at room temperature. 

Additionally, due to observed spallation at 900°C, a sample was suspended 

above a crucible to collect as much spallation as possible. 

For it, samples were prepared as described in the isothermal tests 

methodology and the characterization followed the same steps, however 

conducted at Federal University of São João del-Rei São João del-Rei -MG 

(UFSJ). 

 

3.2.6 Oxidation behavior: Isothermal tests in oxygen 

Since air degradation involves both degradation due to oxygen (oxidation) 

and nitrogen (nitritation), isothermal tests with only oxygen, in the same 

proportion as in air, were conducted using TGA analysis. The tests in oxygen 

were conducted in a Setaram Thermogravimetry (TGA) model SETSYS Evolution 

installed at University of Pittsburgh, in Pittsburgh - PA (Pitt), at 700, 800, 900 and 

1000°C during 100h with a gas mixture composed of Ar and 21% of oxygen, in 

volume, in a 20mL/min flow. 

For it, samples similar to isothermal tests in air were prepared for as-cast 

and HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy and Haynes 188. The characterization followed the 

same steps of those tests.  

 

3.2.7 Sulfidation & Oxidation behavior: Isothermal tests 

As highlighted in the literature review, there is a knowledge gap regarding 

the environmental degradation behavior of MPE alloys, primarily due to limited 

investigations in air and oxygen environments [2, 17]. Additionally, it is 

acknowledged that the behavior significantly differs in environments containing 
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sulfur, and beyond temperatures of 645°C, there are no commercially available 

alloys. 

For it, isothermal sulfidation & oxidation tests H2S/H2 gas mixture (5% of 

H2 and 1000ppm of H2S) were conducted in a tube furnace with a set-up 

schematically shown in Figure 3.2, at 600, 800, 900, 1000 and 1100°C during 20, 

60 and 100h. 

 

Figure 3.2 - Schematic representation of the furnace set-up used for sulfidation 

& oxidation and sulfidation tests. 

  

 For sulfidation & oxidation tests, samples with 0.5x0.5x0.25 cm were 

prepared as oxidation tests and were deposited in an alumina crucible in a flat 

way instead of hanged and the crucible was hanged in an alumina tube. The 

system was closed, and the High purity Ar cylinder gas was opened to check the 

leak presence. If no leak were detected, the Ar cylinder was closed and the 

cylinder with the commercial gas mixture composed of Ar, 5% of H2 and 1000ppm 

of H2S was opened and the flush was controlled by the flow meter. So, the 

samples were inserted into the furnace until its middle by the magnet holder and 

the kept there during 20, 60 or 100h. After the test, the samples were moved out 

to the furnace by the magnet holder, the gas mixture was switched by the Ar flush 

during 1h and after it the system was opened to remove the samples.  

 With this methodology, the log of partial pressure of oxygen was estimated 

in -6 and the partial pressure of sulfur was calculated by HSC Chemistry software 

installed in a computer at University of Pittsburgh, in Pittsburgh – PA (Pitt), and 

the log of partial pressure of sulfur was -3. The system pressure was kept in 1 

atm. 
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The characterization followed the same steps of oxidation tests, however 

due to the energy overlap of Nb and S, for SEM and EDS analysis, 30.00kV High-

Voltage was used instead of 20.00kV.  

Additionally, a stability diagram with the partial pressure of oxygen and 

sulfur was calculated by HSC software databases installed in a computer at 

University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh – PA (Pitt). Due to the similarity between the 

obtained results for each temperature, only at 800°C is shown in the Figure 3.3, 

where it is possible to note the formation of oxides and sulfides in the surface of 

the alloy in sulfidation & oxidation tests. 
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Figure 3.3 - Stability diagram for TiNbCr MPE alloy considering the same activity 

of each element, at 800°C. Data from HSC Chemistry Software Databases. 

 

3.2.8 Sulfidation behavior: Isothermal tests at 800°C 

Focused on isolating the degradation exclusively due to the presence of 

sulfur, sulfidation tests were performed. Similar to sulfidation & oxidation tests, 

the sulfidation tests were conducted at 800°C, with the same samples’ 

preparation, apparatus and gas mixture. However, aimed to avoid oxidation 

process in the TiNbCr MPE alloy, the partial pressure of oxygen was decreased 

until a log of partial pressure of oxygen approximately equals to -26, which 

according to the HSC database prediction only sulfides were expected to be 

formed in the surface, Figure 3.3.  
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Considering the ideal gas equation (Equation 20) and the temperature is 

uniform inside of the reaction tube, a model of O2 mole proportion dilution was 

developed (Equation 21). 

Equation 20 

𝑃𝑉 = 𝑛𝑅𝑇 , 

 

where 𝑃 is the Partial pressure of oxygen to avoid oxidation, based on the stability 

diagram it should be smaller than 𝑙𝑜𝑔(𝑃𝑂2 ) = −23, so the value of -26 was 

selected, 𝑉 is the volume of the reaction tube (3000mL), 𝑛 is the number of mols 

of O2, 𝑅 is the ideal gas constant and 𝑇 is the temperature of tests (800°C). 

Equation 21 

𝑑𝑛

𝑑𝑡
= 𝑒𝑥𝑝 [

(−𝑣𝑇2𝑡)

𝑉𝑇1
], 

 

where 𝑡 is the necessary time to purge the gas mixture before to start the tests, 

𝑣 is the flow rate of the reaction gas (150mL/min),  𝑇1  is the room temperature 

(25°C) and 𝑇2  is the average temperature between the beginning, middle and the 

end of the tube.  

Following the model shown in Equation 21, the gas mixture should be 

purged during approximately 7h before to insert the samples. And before it, the 

Ar in high purity was purged during the doble of the time. So, the methodology 

followed the steps: 

1) Ar Purge: 14h. 

2) Gas mixture flush: 7h. 

3) Test: holding samples until the middle of the furnace by the magnetic 

holder and kept then during 20, 60 or 100h. 

4) Ar purge: 1h. 

5) Open the system, remove samples, and check the mass gain per area 

(initial area). 

Additionally, the characterization followed the same steps of sulfidation & 

oxidation tests. 
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4 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

4.1 Microstructure characterization  

 The Thermodynamic calculation to predict the microstructure of the TiNbCr 

MPE Alloy is shown in Figure 4.1, where is possible to highlight that the 

solidification of the alloy starts with BCC phase at 1615°C and is completed at 

1457°C by a eutectic reaction with ~0.20 of remaining liquid, as shown in the 

Equation 22. 

Equation 22 

Liq ↔BCC+ Laves C14 

 

After the solidification, the alloy is composed of a BCC matrix with Laves 

Phase C14 precipitated. Additionally, during cooling, is observed that decreasing 

temperature generate decreasing of BCC phase and increasing Laves Phase and 

an allotropic transformation of Laves Phases occurs at ~1212°C in which the 

hexagonal Laves C14 is transformed in Cubic Laves C15. 
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Figure 4.1 - Phase Diagram calculated by Calphad methodology using the 

Thermo-Calc database HEA05. 

 

 During their studies, Butler et al. [19] calculated by Pandat Pandat Nb2020 

Database the phase fraction in function of temperature of TiNbCr and NbCr MPE 

alloys and they observed for the TiNbCr MPE alloy that the solidification should 
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be done at 1485°C with 0.24 of remaining liquid and the allotropic transformation 

of Laves phase occurs at 1309°C. 

Comparing the microstructure of TiNbCr MPE alloy with NbCr Alloy, Butler 

et al. [19] noted an inversion in the microstructure. While the binary alloy is 

composed of a Laves matrix with BCC precipitates—coarse, near-spherical 

primary particles, and fine lamellar—the addition of Ti allows for an alloy 

composed of a BCC matrix with Laves phase precipitates. The increase in the 

volume fraction of BCC is attributed to the decrease in the fraction of the eutectic 

constituent. This decrease is influenced by the amount of Cr in the alloy and its 

solubility in the BCC phase, impacting the volume fraction of the Laves phase. 

As mentioned earlier, this study evaluates the TiNbCr MPE alloy in both 

as-cast and HIPed conditions. The density of each condition and the theoretical 

value is presented in Table 4.1.  

Analyzing Table 4.1, it a slightly decreasing in the density after the HIP 

processing is noted, suggesting that the HIPed condition exhibits more porosity 

than the as-cast condition. This discrepancy raises the question of whether the 

processing aimed at reducing the alloy porosity was not effective or if this 

difference occurred due to the use of a different melting furnace to obtain the 

alloy. Another hypothesis is that the disparity may be attributed to the difference 

in phase fraction identified in the XRD analysis (Figure 4.2). The XRD patter of 

each condition is shown in Figure 4.2 and BCC and Laves Phases fractions were 

calculated by Rietveld Refinement. 

 

Table 4.1 - TiNbCr MPE alloy density. 

 as-cast TiNbCr MPE 
alloy (g/cm3) 

HIPed TiNbCr MPE 
alloy (g/cm3) 

Theoretical TiNbCr 
MPE alloy (g/cm3) 

Density 6.68 6.54 6.70 
 

Figure 4.2 highlights that the Laves Phase fraction for as-cast condition is 

0.15 and for HIPed condition is 0.37. Additionally, as-cast exhibited two BCC 

phases with different lattice parameter, which suggest segregation. However, 

during the HIP processing, temperature promoted the reduction of the 

segregation and Laves phase precipitation.  



41 

 

30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90

BCC: 0.36          a = 3.22

*

* ••
•
•

 

 
In

te
n
s
it
y
 (

u
.a

)

2 (°)

 

•

BCC: 0.49          a = 3.16

Laves C15: 0.15 a = 6.98 Å 

Å 

*

30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90

 

 

In
te

n
s
it
y
 (

u
.a

)

2 (°)

•

••• •

•
•

BCC: 0.63          a = 3.25

Laves C15: 0.37 a = 6.98 Å 
Å 

 

(a)                                                                        (b)                                                

Figure 4.2 - XRD spectra and Phase fraction of (a) as-cast and (b) HIPed TiNbCr 

MPE alloy. 

 

The difference in microstructure reflects in the alloy’s properties due to the 

variance in their morphology and crystal complexity. Comparing the BCC matrix 

with the Laves Phase precipitates, the first has more discordance mobility than 

the precipitates due to its simpler structure [80, 81]. Therefore, the presence of 

the Laves Phase reduces the ductility of the alloy, similar to segregation. This 

characteristic is evident in the results of hardness and microhardness tests, as 

presented in Table 4.2. 

 

Table 4.2 - Hardness and Microhardness values for as-cast and HIPed TiNbCr 

MPE alloy. 

Alloy condition Hardness (HRC) Microhardness (HV) 

as-cast 48.92 ± 1.06 477.58 ± 1.21 

HIPed 45.37 ± 0.98 460.63 ± 1.17 

 

This observation is supported by the mechanical behavior investigation 

done by Butler et al. [19] comparing the NbCr and TiNbCr MPE alloy. As 

mentioned before, the first alloy was composed of a Laves matrix with BCC 

precipitates and the second the microstructure was the opposite. When the 

researchers submitted the alloys in compression tests at 25, 1000 and 1200°C, 

they observed that the binary alloy (NbCr) exhibited higher values of mechanical 

resistance (1670MPa at 25°C, 1480MPa at 1000°C and 1074MPa at 1200°C), 
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however no ductile behavior at 25 and 1000°C. On the other hand, the ternary 

alloy (TiNbCr) exhibited values quietly smaller at 25°C (1659MPa at 25°C, 

218MPa at 1000°C and 60MPa at 1200°C) and a ductile behavior. 

The SEM and EDS mapping for as-cast and HIPed conditions are shown 

in Figures 4.3 and 4.4, respectively. Additionally, the EDS results for the points 

1-4 are at the Table 4.3. 

 

 

 

Figure 4.3 - SEM images took by BSE and EDS mapping for as-cast TiNbCr. 

 

Figure 4.4 - SEM images took by BSE and EDS mapping for HIPed TiNbCr. 
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Table 4.3 - EDS results of points 1-4 showed in Figure 4.3 and 4.4. 

Composition at.% Cr Nb Ti O 

1 31.4 ± 2.1 28.3 ± 1.6 33.3 ± 0.2 6.7 ± 0.3 

2 30.5 ± 0.7 32.4 ± 2.1 30.9 ± 1.9 6.3 ± 0.1 
3 – Laves Phase 59.7 ± 0.8 21.2 ± 0.2 18.9 ± 0.6 0.2 ± 0.1 

4 – BCC matrix 14.7 ± 0.8 35.2 ± 0.4 37.4 ± 0.9 12.7 ± 1.4 
  

Analyzing Figures 4.3 and 4.4 it is noted that there is a difference between 

the structures of the TiNbCr MPE alloy in both conditions. The as-cast condition 

displays a dendritic morphology, composed of Nb and Ti-rich BCC dendrites 

interspersed with fine (Nb,Ti)Cr2 Laves precipitates along grain boundaries, 

Figure 4.3. Similar observations were reported by Welch et al. [33] for the TaTiCr 

MPE system. Conversely, HIP processing resulted in a microstructure 

characterized by BCC grains with Laves phase precipitates. Welch et al. [33] 

observed a similar microstructural evolution in TaTiCr MPE system alloys after 

HIP processing. This transformation occurred in the solid state due to a reduction 

in chromium solubility during cooling and within the grain boundaries, driven by 

the eutectic reaction. 

 During the TiNbCr MPE alloy development, Butler et al. [19] characterized 

the HIPed alloy, processed under the same conditions that this study, as a BCC 

matrix with cubic Laves phase (C15) containing {111} <110> twins and, by EBSD 

analysis, the hexagonal Laves structure (C14) was observed at twins boundaries 

inside C15 particles. A detailed analysis of the crystallographic orientations of the 

adjacent C14 and C15 regions allowed the identification of the orientation 

<101>C15 || <2110>C14. This transformation of Laves phase from C14 to C15 

occurs by synchroshear which may result in twinned structure of C15 phase [80, 

81], as described by Butler et al. [19]. 

However, the C14 phase at twin boundaries of C15 phase is a metastable 

equilibrium, high temperature phase retained after the transformation, as 

observed by Kim et al. [82] for Zircaloy-4 alloy and Mg-Zn-Y alloy, Butler et al. 

[19] for TiNbCr and TaTiNbCr MPE alloys and Welch et al. [33] for TaTiCr MPE 

alloy. 

The formation of Laves phase, A2B, occurs only when the component A is 

~1.1-1.3 times smaller than component B. While the atomic radius of Nb and Ti 
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are 143 and 146pm, respectively, the atomic radius of Cr is 125pm, approximately 

1.15 times smaller. So, the Laves phase in TiNbCr MPE Alloy can only form by 

the reaction of Cr with other elements and the amount of Cr in Laves phase 

should be around 66.6 at.% [19, 83, 84]. 

However, according to Table 4.3, Laves phase has around 59.71 at.% of 

Cr and it suggests that some Cr sites in this phase are vacant or filled with other, 

larger atomic radius alloying elements [83] as investigated by Butler et al. [19] for 

TiNbCr and TaTiNbCr MPE alloys. 

Aimed to investigate the phase transformations of Laves phase and the 

HCP, shown in the Figure 4.1, dilatometry tests were performed, and the results 

are shown in Figure 4.5 and Table 4.4. 

Figure 4.5 and Table 4.4 highlight a difference in the phase transformation 

temperature compared to the Figure 4.1, which may occur due to the kinetics. 

While the thermodynamic calculation shows the allotropic transformation of 

Laves Phases at 1212°C, the dilatometry tests show that it occurs around 900°C. 

And, for the HCP phase is expected this transformation at 564°C (Figure 4.1), 

however, it occurs around 640°C (Figure 4.5). 
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Figure 4.5 - Dilatometry results of as-cast and HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy at 1200°C 

in Nitrogen. 
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Table 4.4 - Average of dilatometry tests of TiNbCr MPE alloy. 

Alloy 
condition 

CTE 
heating 
(10-5) 

CTE 
cooling 
(10-5) 

HCP formation 
(°C) 

Transformation C15-
C14 (°C) 

as-cast 0.86
± 0.06 

1.31
± 0.06 

636.01 ± 0.69 914.83 ± 3.01 

HIPed 0.87
± 0.06 

1.31
± 0.07 

647.59 ± 0.94 902.62 ± 1.39 

 

Additionally, due to the phase transformation of Laves phase (C15-C14) 

highlighted in the Figure 4.5 during the heating which generated different 

microstructure, a difference in the CTE during heating and cooling is highlighted 

in the Table 4.4. 

After the dilatometry tested, the microstructure of each sample was 

characterized by SEM/EDS and XRD, as shown in Figures 4.6 – 4.8 and Table 

4.5.  As highlighted in Figure 4.5, TiNbCr MPE alloy in both conditions exhibited 

the formation of HCP phase during the cooling with a rate equals to 10°C/min and 

this fact is supported by XRD analysis, Figure 4.8. 

According to SEM images and EDS analysis, Figures 4.6 and 4.7 and 

Table 4.5, the HCP is Ti-rich phase that precipitated around the Laves phase due 

to the Ti diffusion, and its morphology is thinner in the as-cast MPE alloy than 

HIPed, following the trend of Laves phase before the dilatometry. 

The comparison between EDS analysis, Tables 4.3 and 4.5, suggests that 

the allotropic transformation of Laves phase decreases the Ti content into the 

Laves phase and the formation of HCP does not deplete the BCC matrix 

significantly in Ti, so a decomposition of BCC in BCC and HCP may not occur. 

Additionally, the occurrence of oxygen is noted due to the oxidation reactions that 

happen during the dilatometry tests because of the presence of oxygen as 

impurity in the gas composition. 
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Figure 4.6 - SEM images by BSE and EDS mapping for as-cast TiNbCr after 

dilatometry test. 

 

 

Figure 4.7 - SEM images by BSE and EDS mapping for HIPed TiNbCr after 

dilatometry test. 

 

Table 4.5 - EDS results of phases shown in the Figures 4.6 and 4.7. 

Composition at.% Cr Nb Ti O 
BCC 11.5 ± 0.9 41.9 ± 2.0 34.4 ± 1.9 12.2 ± 1.5 
HCP 10.3 ± 1.0 23.4 ± 1.2 50.8 ± 2.3 15.5 ± 0.9 
Laves 37.7 ± 2.2 23.4 ± 1.3 28.2 ± 1.6 10.7 ± 1.4 
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Figure 4.8 - XRD spectra of as-cast and HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy after 

dilatometry tests. 

 

4.2 Oxidation Behavior: Early-stages 

The early-stage oxidation behavior of the TiNbCr MPE alloy in both 

conditions was assessed through anisothermal tests in air and compared to 

Haynes 188. As detailed in the methodology section, the initial step involved 

determining the duration for the metal samples should be kept inside the furnace 

based on the temperature. To achieve this, the temperature profile was 

determined with Haynes 188 and is illustrated in Figure 4.9. 

Analyzing the temperature profile, Figure 4.9, it is noted that to achieve 

600°C the metal took ~18s, 900°C ~30s and 1100°C ~50s. Aimed to characterize 

the early-stages of oxidation behavior at 1100°C, samples of each alloy were 

tested during 180 and 1800s. 
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Figure 4.9 - Temperature profile obtained with Haynes 188 in the tube furnace. 

 

The mass gain/area in function of the time that samples were tested is 

shown in Figure 4.10. Due to the chemical similarity between the MPE alloys, the 

characterization of oxidized samples was done for condition HIPed because it 

exhibited higher mass gain and with it the cross-section analysis could be 

possible by XRD and SEM/EDS, Figures 4.11 and 4.12, and Figures 4.14 and 

4.16. 
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Figure 4.10 - Mass gain per area in function of time of as-cast and HIPed TiNbCr 

MPE alloy and Haynes 188, tested in air. 
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Figure 4.11 - XRD spectra of HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy tested in air during 18, 30, 

50, 180 and 1800s. 

 

 Analyzing Figure 4.11, it is possible to highlight that while an increasing 

time/temperature of the test the Cr2O3 become favorable, the complex oxides 

become not favorable suggested by the reduction of peaks.  

According to Jiang et al. [44], the interaction between Nb and Ti in the 

oxidation behavior is directly related to the Nb fraction in the alloy. While in alloys 

with less than 15 at.% of Nb presents Nb in a solid solution of TiO2 causes a 

reduction in the kinetics rate, the higher fraction generates an increase in it due 

to the formation of complex oxides, like NbTiO4 and TiNb2O7 observed by XRD, 

Figure 4.11. 
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Complex oxides can be formed by the reaction of simple oxides. Due to 

the high solubility and fast kinetics, Nb and Ti react with the environment and their 

oxides react according resulting in NbTiO4 and TiNb2O7 [4, 32, 85, 86]. 

Analyzing the cross-sections of the TiNbCr MPE alloy and Haynes 188, 

Figures 4.12 and 4.13 it is possible to observe that Haynes 188 achieved the 

supersaturation in the surface faster than TiNbCr MPE alloy because at 50s a 

thin external scale is developed, and it is adherent and protective due to no 

internal oxidation. This fact may occur due to the more complex two-phase 

morphology that the MPE alloy has composed of a BCC matrix with Laves phase 

precipitates. 

However, after achieving supersaturation and forming the external scale, 

the TiNbCr MPE alloy does not develop a sufficiently protective scale, as 

indicated by the internal oxidation occurrence. This internal oxidation occurs due 

to the diffusion of gas through the scale, where a portion is consumed by the 

scale growth, and the remainder maintains contact with the alloy surface, 

penetrating the alloy, causing internal oxidation, forming TiO2 and oxides rich in 

Nb, Ti and Cr in the phase boundaries and BCC matrix, respectively.  

 

 

Figure 4.12 - Cross-section of HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy tested in air obtained by 

SEM. 
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Table 4.6 - Chemical composition of areas A and B from Figure 4.12 obtained 

by EDS. 

Composition at.% Cr Nb Ti N O 
A – Laves 53.1 ± 2.9 17.3 ± 1.4 19.6 ± 1.5 0.0 ± 0.0 10.0 ± 1.1 
B – BCC 16.9 ± 1.1 32.8 ± 2.1 37.1 ± 2.1 0.0 ± 0.0 13.3 ± 1.1 

  

 

Figure 4.13 - Cross-section of Haynes 188 tested in air obtained by SEM.  

 

 The elements distribution after 50s testing is shown in the Figures 4.14 

and 4.15 for the HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy and Haynes 188, respectively. And 

after 1800s testing in the Figure 4.16 for de HIPed MPE alloy. 

 

 

Figure 4.14 - Cross-section EDS mapping of samples tested at 1100°C/50s in air 

HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy. 
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Figure 4.15 - Cross-section EDS mapping (main reacted elements) of samples 

tested at 1100°C/50s in air Haynes 188. 

 

 

Figure 4.16 - Cross-section EDS mapping of HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy tested at 

1100°C during 1800s. 

 

Due to the higher amount of oxygen into the BCC matrix than Laves Phase 

in the Table 4.6, it is suggested that BCC oxidizes first than Laves Phase and, 

due to the less complexity of the structure, the BCC elements diffuses first and 

form a complex external scale composed of multi-layer of TiO2, Cr2O3 and 

complex oxides of Nb and Ti, observed at Figures 4.12, 4.14 and 4.16 and 

supported by Figure 4.11. 
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Butler et al. [32] evaluated the oxidation behavior of HIPed TiNbCr MPE 

alloy in air at 1200°C during 24h by isothermal tests and characterized the tested 

cross-section samples as composed of a complex out layer composed of TiO2 

which may reduce the Cr2O3 volatilization and offers some protection and 

decreases in the kinetics rate, followed by Cr2O3 layer and in the sequence a 

layer rich in Nb and Ti oxides. Additionally, the researchers highlight a formation 

of internal products, the formation of Cr3Nb3N, TiO2 and small pockets of Nb2O3 

in the BCC matrix and Cr3Nb3N, TiO2 and Cr2O3. 

As characterized before, the TiNbCr MPE alloy in both conditions studied 

presents a microstructure composed of two phases which has a limitation on the 

diffusion of the alloy components due to the complexity of the structure.  

The stable oxide scale formation in two-phases alloys has slow-growing, 

is more difficult and requires higher concentrations of the more reactive alloying 

element than the corresponding single-phase alloy [36]. As observed by Dahshan 

et al. [87] for Co+Cr23C6 alloy oxidized in air at 900-1100°C that allowed them to 

note, qualitatively, the protective Cr2O3 formation was determined by the Cr 

availability and not activity, based on the equilibrium thermodynamics and Fick’s 

first law. 

According to Gesmundo and Gleeson [36], the protective scale formation 

in two-phase alloys is more difficult if the precipitates do not have a homogeneous 

distribution, as observed by Figure 4.4 for HIPed condition, and it happens if the 

precipitates dissolution kinetics are slow or if the kinetics of the matrix phase are 

high. 

Wang et al. [88] highlighted that the ratio of precipitate volume fraction to 

size must exceed a critical value to have the exclusive formation of the solute-

metal oxide on the two phase-alloy, which means that a decrease in the 

precipitate sizes may help to form a protective solute scale. 

Extending this fact to the TiNbCr MPE alloy, which is characterized by the 

absence of solute, it is possible to analyze for the element Cr and the Cr2O3 

formation. Laves phase is rich in Cr and as noted by Figures 4.3 and 4.4 and 

discuss in the section Microstructure characterization, the condition as-cast has 

this precipitate in smaller sizes distributed in the dendritic structure than the 
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HIPed. Therefore, the decreasing in the Laves phase precipitated may promote 

the Cr2O3 formation and consequently the smaller mass gain/area in the Figure 

4.10.  

Figures 4.14 and 4.16 suggest that the two phases presented in the 

TiNbCr MPE alloy oxidize cooperatively to form a uniform scale due to the 

constant alloy morphology with no phase dissolution in the areas close the 

surface along the exposure time and a scale composed of continuous layers in 

composition, a mechanism described by Gesmundo and Gleeson [36] during 

their studies about two-phases alloys oxidation mechanism. 

Table 4.7 - Key points of anisothermal tests for TiNbCr MPE alloy. 

highlights the key points observed in anisothermal testing condition as discussed 

in this section for TiNbCr MPE alloy. 

 

Table 4.7 - Key points of anisothermal tests for TiNbCr MPE alloy. 

Testing condition Air; exposure 18s, 30s, 50s, 180s, 
1800s 

Identified Oxides  TiO2, Cr2O3, NbTiO4, and TiNb2O7 
Mechanism Two phases oxide cooperatively  

Comparison with Haynes 188 TiNbCr MPE alloy forms a non-
protective external scale and takes 
more time to achieve the 
supersaturation in the surface 

 

4.3 Oxidation Behavior: tests in air – isothermal and cyclic  

 The oxidation behavior of TiNbCr MPE alloy in both conditions was 

evaluated in air by isothermal tests and compared to the Haynes 188, as shown 

in Figure 4.17. It is important to highlight that the total mass gain considered in 

these graphs represents the combination effects of oxidation, nitridation, and 

spallation, as will be discussed on subsequently. 

In the Figure 4.17 (a), the TiNbCr MPE alloy demonstrated similar kinetics 

in both studied conditions, with higher mass gain per area at lower temperatures, 

suggesting varying scaling mechanisms at different temperatures. Nonetheless, 

it exhibited consistently higher mass gains overall compared to Haynes 188. In 

contrast, Haynes 188 consistently exhibited an elevated mass gain per area as 
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the test temperature increased, Figure 4.17 (a), indicating a consistent scaling 

process mechanism. 
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(a)                                                        (b) 

Figure 16: Figure 4.17 - Mass change per area for TiNbCr MPE alloy and Haynes 

188 at 800, 900 and 1000°C during isothermal oxidation in air represented in 

linear form (a) and ln form (b). 

 

The general growth rate law was used to analyze the kinetics data 

according to Equation 9, in which ΔW is the mass gain (mg), A is the initial surface 

area (cm2), k is the rate constant, t is oxidation time, as shown in the Figure 4.17 

(b). The results are shown in Table 4.8, where it is possible to note that the fitting 

is not satisfactory for Haynes 188 at 800°C because, according to the literature, 

it is a parabolic behavior, as at 900 and 1000°C [89, 90] and based on n value, it 

is the mixed-mode behavior which involves diffusion and interface-controlled, as 

described by Welch et al. [33]. 

Based on Figure 4.17 (b) and Table 4.8, at 800°C the TiNbCr MPE alloy 

exhibited an approximate linear kinetics due to the time exponent close to 1. 

However, increasing the temperature, this exponent is between 0.5 and 1 

characterizing, according to Welch et al. [33], the mixed-mode behavior. This fact 

suggests that the oxidation mechanism is changing with an increase in the 

temperature.  
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Table 4.8 - Reaction rate constants (k) and time exponents (n) for TiNbCr MPE 

alloy and Haynes 188 at 800, 900 and 1000°C. 

Alloy Temperature (°C) n 𝑅2 𝑘 (
𝑔

𝑐𝑚2𝑠𝑛
) 

as-cast TiNbCr 800 1.07 0.95 2.02𝑥10−8 

900 0.83 0.93 1.16𝑥10−5 

1000 0.67 0.98 2.35𝑥10−6 

HIPed TiNbCr 800 1.09 0.92 4.78𝑥10−8 

900 0.79 0.88 1.11𝑥10−6 

1000 0.62 0.99 3.34𝑥10−6 

Haynes 188 800 0.88 0.84 2.89𝑥10−9  

900 0.46 0.99 4.02𝑥10−8 

1000 0.47 0.99 6.47𝑥10−8 

 

Due to the similarity between as-cast and HIPed TiNbCr MPE surface 

morphology, only the as-cast surface images obtained by OM are shown in the 

Figure 4.18.  

 

 

                       (a)                                             (b)                                                 (c)  

Figure 4.18 - Optical microscopy of as-cast TiNbCr MPE alloy samples after 100h 

test in air at (a) 800°C, (b) 900°C and (c) 1000°C. 

 

Figure 4.18 highlights the presence of spallation areas in the as-cast 

TiNbCr MPE alloy following exposure to all tested temperatures, with more 

pronounced spallation observed in the sample tested at 800°C. This suggests 

that the protective mechanism at 800°C may be less effective compared to 

temperatures of 900 and 1000°C. This observation aligns with the higher mass 
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gain per area for the as-cast TiNbCr alloy at 800°C, as depicted in Figure 4.17 

(a). 

The topography sections images obtained SEM of all alloys after 100h 

testing at 800, 900 and 1000°C in air are shown in Figures 4.19 – 4.21 and the 

identification of oxides was made based on EDS analysis and supported by XRD, 

Figure 4.22. Due to the chemical similarity, just the XRD of condition as-cast is 

shown.  

 

 

Figure 4.19 - Topography section by SEM of as-cast TiNbCr MPE alloy after 100h 

testing in air. 

 

 

Figure 4.20 - Topography section by SEM of HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy after 100h 

testing in air. 

 

 

Figure 4.21 - Topography section by SEM of Haynes 188 after 100h testing in air. 
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Figure 4.22 - XRD Spectra of as-cast TiNbCr MPE alloy after oxidation test in air 

during 100h. 

 

Comparing the topography section of TiNbCr MPE alloy (Figures 4.19 and 

4.20) with Haynes 188 (Figure 4.21), it is possible to highlight that the TiNbCr 

MPE alloy in both conditions forms oxides with bigger grain sizes than Haynes 

188, suggesting faster growth.  

Additionally, the oxide scales formed on TiNbCr MPE alloy surface exhibits 

higher porosity than those formed on the Haynes 188. The existence of porosity 

enables the entry of gas through the scale and could potentially compromise 

overall protection, as evidenced by the elevated weight gains depicted in Figure 

4.17 (a). Moreover, escalating temperatures led to a rise in porosity levels. 

Figure 4.22 highlights that increasing the temperature, the Cr2O3 formation 

is favorable, as noted in the cross-sections obtained by SEM and the oxides 

identification by EDS of all samples tested during 100h at 800, 900 and 1000°C 

in Figures 4.23 – 4.25.  
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Figure 4.23 - Cross-section by SEM of as-cast TiNbCr MPE alloy after 100h 

testing in air. 

 

 

Figure 4.24 - Cross-section by SEM of HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy after 100h testing 

in air. 
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Figure 4.25 - Cross-section by SEM of Haynes 188 after 100h testing in air. 

 

Figures 4.23 and 4.24 highlight that the TiNbCr MPE alloy develops a clear 

non-protective and non-adherent oxide scale across all temperatures, indicating 

linear kinetics despite of the processing method. The oxide layer exhibits a 

stratified porous morphology along with an internal reaction zone.  

On the other hand, examination of Haynes 188 in Figure 4.25 reveals the 

formation of a thin and adherent oxide layer without any apparent internal reaction 

zone across all temperatures studied. This suggests a parabolic behavior, 

consistent even at 800°C, in line with the findings of Deodeshmukh and 

Herchenroeder and their colleagues [89, 90]. Although the time exponent in Table 

4.8 indicates a mixed-mode behavior, this could be attributed to the limited 

resolution when using ln-ln plots to determine kinetic exponents. 

The elements distribution through the scale/alloy after 20h hours testing at 

800, 900 and 1000°C is show by Figures 4.26 – 4.28, respectively. This time 

testing was selected due to the increasement in time testing generates an 

increasement in the spallation amount, which would be impossible to characterize 

the elemental distribution. 

Figures 4.26 – 4.28 highlight that the cross-sections of TiNbCr MPE alloy 

tested at 800°C is characterized by a scale composed of a mixture of Nb, Ti and 

Cr oxides with no defined layer, however, at 900 and 1000°C an external layer 

rich in Ti is formed followed by a rich Cr-oxide layer and it is intercalated with a 

layer rich in Ti and Nb, according to XRD, Figure 4.22, this structure should be 

composed of TiO2, Cr2O3, and the complex oxides NbTiO4 and TiNb2O7, 

respectively.  
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Figure 4.26 - EDS Mapping of cross-section of as-cast TiNbCr MPE alloy after 

800°C isothermal test in air during 20h. 

 

 

Figure 4.27 - EDS Mapping of cross-section of as-cast TiNbCr MPE alloy after 

900°C isothermal test in air during 20h. 
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Figure 4.28 - EDS Mapping of cross-section of as-cast TiNbCr MPE alloy after 

1000°C isothermal test in air during 20h. 

 

Comparing the morphology and chemical composition of TiNbCr MPE 

alloy oxidized at different temperatures, Figures 4.26 – 4.28, it is suggested that 

oxidation occurs by different mechanism, as suggested by Table 4.8. At low 

temperature (800°C – stratified porous layer with no defined layer) and at high 

temperatures (900-1000°C – with some Cr2O3 layers formation). 

 During his studies with pure Nb crystals, Stringer [43], observed that the 

oxidation kinetics could be described by a linear function and the morphology 

shown in cross-section was composed of a stratified porous layer in the case of 

samples tested at temperatures equals or higher than 800°C by a supersaturation 

vacancy mechanism. 

Throughout the oxidation process, a dense oxide scale forms and grows. 

However, as Nb cations diffuse outward, vacancies simultaneously diffuse inward 

within this scale, leading to the development of a vacancy supersaturation, 

particularly near the oxide/metal interface. This phenomenon arises due to 

challenges in efficiently transferring metal atoms or oxygen atoms across the 

interface. When this supersaturation reaches a critical threshold, vacancies begin 

to precipitate as voids, marking the removal of supersaturation. Consequently, 

the growth of the dense oxide recommences, and the cycle repeats itself [43].  
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As identified by XRD, Figure 4.22, the interaction between Nb and Ti 

generated the complex oxides formation, as observed by Jing et al. [44] and Gorr 

et al. [2] and in the case of anisothemal tests Table 4.7 - Key points of 

anisothermal tests for TiNbCr MPE alloy. 

Additionally, Table 4.8 suggested that 800°C the TiNbCr MPE alloy 

exhibits a linear behavior and mixed behavior at 900 and 1000°C. However, the 

cross-section analysis suggested a linear dominance.  

Pure Nb oxidation at 800°C is described by a linear kinetics with a rate 

equals to ~9.36x10-6 g/cm2s [91] and comparing this rate with the TiNbCr MPE 

alloy rate in both conditions, Table 4.8, it is noted that the alloy exhibits slower 

rate, suggesting that the formation of Nb and Ti complex oxides is more protective 

than pure Nb oxides, as reported by Gorr et al. [21] and the authors justified it as 

the Nb-Ti complex oxides exhibit smaller density of defects than pure Nb oxides. 

As discussed in the section Oxidation Behavior: Early-stages, a decrease 

in the precipitate sizes may help to form a protective solute scale [88]. The 

condition as-cast presents Laves phase in smaller sizes distribution in the 

dendritic structure than the HIPed, so the Cr2O3 formation is promoted and 

consequently the smaller mass gain/area in the Figure 4.17 and slower kinetics, 

Table 4.8, are observed. 

Figures 4.27 and 4.28 highlight that increasing temperature, the Cr2O3 

layers in the external scale of TiNbCr MPE alloy is formed and it is covered by 

TiO2 layer, as observed in anisothermal tests at 1100°C, Figure 4.16, and as 

mentioned before this configuration offer some protection [32, 52, 87]. 

 Table 4.8 suggest that increasing temperature the kinetics trend to be 

parabolic and it may happen due to the Cr2O3 domination in the process, which 

exhibits parabolic kinetics characterized by a protective and adherent oxide scale 

[48, 52, 92, 93]. As reported a parabolic behavior of TiNbCr MPE alloy at high 

temperature by Butler et al. [32] when tested the alloy in HIPed condition at 

1200°C in air up to 24h and also by Welch et al. [33] for alloys of the system 

TaTiCr. 

 Considering that the oxidation resistance of the TiNbCr MPE alloy relies 

on Cr oxidation, it is hypothesized that the presence of a thinner size distribution 
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of Laves phase in the as-cast alloy compared to the HIPed promotes the 

formation of Cr2O3 to a greater extent on the former. This, in turn, leads to slower 

oxidation kinetics, as depicted in the Table 4.8. 

More detailed EDS compositional analyses are presented in Figures 4.29 

and 4.30, and Tables 4.9 and 4.10. At 800°C, Figure 4.29, three distinct regions 

were delineated: A - external, B - intermediate, and C - interface between the 

scale and metal surface. Within these regions, three specific areas were selected, 

and their average compositions are detailed in Table 4.9. As depicted in Figure 

4.29, the scale exhibits a heterogeneous composition, comprising a blend of Nb, 

Ti, and Cr oxides without distinct layers. 

 

 

Figure 4.29 - SEM of cross-section of HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy after 800°C 

isothermal test in air during 100h with EDS areas shown in numbers. 

 

Table 4.9 - EDS analysis results for areas shown in Figure 4.29. 

Composition at. % Cr Nb Ti N O 

1 9.3 ± 1.7 9.5 ± 1.7 11.5 ± 1.2 0.00 ± 0.00 69.7 ± 2.3 

2 8.3 ± 3.8 10.5 ± 1.1 11.9 ± 1.6 0.00 ± 0.00 69.4 ± 0.8 

3 8.8 ± 2.9 10.7 ± 2.3 10.0 ± 2.4 0.00 ± 0.00 70.5 ± 1.8 

4 3.3 ± 2.8 23.9 ± 1.7 24.9 ± 1.4 25.8 ± 3.8 22.1 ± 9.7 
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Furthermore, the presence of an internal reaction zone is illustrated in 

Figure 4.30, for TiNbCr tested at 900°C. As highlighted in the Table 4.10, this 

region contains both nitrides and oxides. The Laves phase comprises oxides 

(indicated at point 2), while its boundary is predominantly N-rich (indicated at 

point 1). On the other hand, the BCC phase of the alloy exhibits enrichment in 

oxygen, nitrogen, Nb, and Ti (identified at point 3), along with some precipitates 

containing high concentrations of these elements (identified at point 4). 

Butler et al. [32] described that TiNbCr MPE alloy processed by HIP and 

oxidized at 1200°C in air during 8h exhibited internal reaction zone composed of 

oxides and nitrates. According to their study, while the BCC matrix favorable the 

formation of Cr3Nb3N, TiO2, small pockets of Nb2O3 and highly faceted TiN 

precipitates, Laves phase forms Cr3Nb3N, TiO2 and Cr2O3.  

 

 

Figure 4.30 - SEM of cross-section of HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy after 900°C 

isothermal test in air during 100h with EDS areas shown in numbers. 

 

Table 4.10 - EDS analysis results for areas shown in Figure 4.30. 

Composition at. % Cr Nb Ti N O 

1 38.2 ± 2.3 19.5 ± 2.0 18.2 ± 2.1 15.9 ± 1.0 8.3 ± 1.3 

2 46.3 ± 2.9 15.7 ± 1.4 17.3 ± 1.9 3.0 ± 0.9 17.7 ± 1.3 

3 12.7 ± 1.1 28.5 ± 2.0 20.8 ± 2.2 20.4 ± 2.1 17.6 ± 2.4 

4 1.8 ± 0.9 20.9 ± 2.1 20.3 ± 1.8 42.2 ± 2.5 14.9 ± 1.2 

 

Through EDS analysis, the infiltration of oxygen and nitrogen leading to 

the formation of the internal reaction zone (IRZ) was determined. All tested 

conditions resulted in the formation of an IRZ, and their kinetics are compared in 
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Figure 4.31. A rise in exposure temperature corresponded to an increase in IRZ 

depth, with samples exhibiting smaller IRZ depths. Furthermore, Figure 4.31 

illustrates that the IRZ depth in the HIPed samples consistently exceeds that of 

the as-cast samples, indicating the adverse effects of the Laves-phase size, as 

discussed. 
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Figure 4.31 - Comparison based on Cross-Section SEM of Internal reaction zone 

extension. 

  

 Figure 4.32 shows the mass gain per area in function of the number of 

cycles for HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy tested at 800 and 900°C. Analyzing Figure 

4.32 (a), it is possible to observe that after 15 cycles at 800°C, the amount of 

spallation increases, a linear kinetics can be fitted until this point with a constant 

𝑘𝑙 = 1.38𝑥10−7 
𝑔

𝑐𝑚2𝑠
.  

Aimed to evaluate the spallation effect, at 900°C the spallation was 

collected, Figure 4.32 (b), a linear kinetics can also be fitted, with a constant equal 

to 7.7𝑥10−8 
𝑔

𝑐𝑚2𝑠
, in both temperatures fitting the R2 was equals to 0.99.  

The 900°C rate constant obtained from the cyclic tests is similar to the 

linear rate constant obtained from the 900°C isothermal test Table 4.8. This 

indicates that although the scale was fairly tenacious, it remained ineffective in 

providing protection due to its linear growth rate. 
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Additionally, it's crucial to emphasize that while the kinetics values 

ostensibly depict the behavior, aligning with other analyses, the occurrence of 

spallation in the TiNbCr MPE alloy post each test compromises the accuracy of 

the kinetics analysis. Consequently, the derived values may not be entirely 

precise. 
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                              (a)                                                             (b) 

Figure 4.32 - Mass gain normalized by initial surface area in function of number 

of cycles for HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy tested at 800 and 900°C. (a) mass gain of 

sample with no collected spallation and (b) mass gain of samples plus collected 

spallation. 

 

The representative topography and cross-section (SEM) of samples tested 

at 800 and 900°C by cyclic test after 100 cycles are shown in Figures 4.33 and 

4.34, which are possible to note a similar behavior to samples tested isothermally 

a stratified porous layer formation and it is with non-defined layer at 800°C and 

Cr2O3 layer covered by TiO2 and Nb-Ti complex oxides.  

Additionally, comparing Figures 4.31 and 4.34, it is noted that in both 

temperatures 800 and 900°C the internal reaction zone thickness for samples 

tested isothermally and cyclic have close values, suggesting the non-protection 

scale formation, even increasing the spallation amount due to the cycles, as 

discussed previously.  
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                                      (a)                                           (b) 

Figure 4.33 - Topography section of HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy samples test in air 

after 100 cycles at (a) 800°C and (b) 900°C. 

 

 

                                      (a)                                           (b) 

Figure 4.34 - Cross-section of HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy samples test in air after 

100 cycles at (a) 800°C and (b) 900°C. 

 

Table 4.11 - Key points of isothermal tests for TiNbCr MPE alloy. highlights 

the key points observed in isothermal testing condition as discussed in this 

section for TiNbCr MPE alloy in both conditions and Table 4.11 - Key points of 

isothermal tests for TiNbCr MPE alloy. for cyclic test. Comparing both condition 

of tests, it is notable the similarity between them, as identified oxides, mechanism, 

kinetics and internal reaction extension, supporting the observation of the non-

protective scaling process. 
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Table 4.11 - Key points of isothermal tests for TiNbCr MPE alloy. 

Testing condition Air; 800, 900 and 1000°C; 20, 60 and 
100h 

Identified Oxides  TiO2, Cr2O3, NbTiO4, and TiNb2O7 
Mechanism Vacancy supersaturation 

development, which generated a 
stratified porous layer morphology 

Kinetics  Linear 

Time exponent and reaction rate 
constant (g/cm2sn) 

as-cast:  
          800°𝐶  𝑛 = 1.07 𝑘 = 2.02𝑥10−8 

         900°𝐶 𝑛 = 0.83 𝑘 = 1.16𝑥10−5 
           1000°𝐶  𝑛 = 0.67 𝑘 = 2.35𝑥10−6 

HIPed:    
         800°𝐶 𝑛 = 1.09 𝑘 = 4.78𝑥10−8 

         900°𝐶 𝑛 = 0.83 𝑘 = 1.11𝑥10−6 
           1000°𝐶  𝑛 = 0.67 𝑘 = 3.34𝑥10−6 

Internal reaction zone extension after 
100h-testing (µm) 

as-cast: 800°𝐶 31.61 
                 900°𝐶 50.37  
                 1000°𝐶 118.45  
HIPed:  800°𝐶 34.43 
                900°𝐶 64.98  
                1000°𝐶 134.19  

Comparison with Haynes 188 TiNbCr MPE alloy forms a non-
protective external scale with more 
defects, higher values of mass 
gain/area, and faster kinetics 

 

Table 4.12 - Key points of cyclic tests for HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy. 

Testing condition Air; 800 and 900°C 100 cycles of 1h 
each  

Identified Oxides  TiO2, Cr2O3, NbTiO4, and TiNb2O7 

Mechanism Vacancy supersaturation 
development, which generated a 
stratified porous layer morphology 

Kinetics  Linear 
Time exponent and reaction rate 
constant (g/cm2sn) (100 cycles)  

HIPed: 900°𝐶 𝑛~1 𝑘 = 7.7𝑥10−8  

Internal reaction zone extension after 
100 cycles (µm) 

HIPed:  800°𝐶 38.17 
                900°𝐶 70.45                  

 

4.4 Oxidation Behavior: tests in Oxygen 

Aimed to isolate the oxygen effect in the degradation behavior, oxidation 

tests were performed at TGA during 100h in a gas mixture composed of Ar+21% 
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vol. O2 at 700, 800, 900 and 1000°C, and the mass gain per area is shown in 

Figure 4.35 (a) and to evaluate the passivation time the derivate in function of 

time was applied, as shown in Figure 4.35 (b) and (c), where is highlighted the 

longest time of passivation after 8h for TiNbCr MPE alloy.   
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Figure 4.35 - TGA tests during 100h results: (a) mass gain/area in function of time 

and (b) derivate of the mass gain per area in function of time (c) detailed area of 

the derivate of the mass gain per area in function of time plot. 

 

Applying the same fitting that isothermal tests in air, Equation 9, and 

calculating the parameters n and k from 8 to 100h, the results are shown in Table 

4.13. Similar results between oxidation in air and oxygen were obtained for 

Haynes 188, Tables 4.8 and 4.13. The TiNbCr MPE alloy exhibited the same 

trend to parabolic kinetics at high temperatures, 900-1000°C, however at 700°C 
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a parabolic trend is observed in the Table 4.13, as observed by Stringer [43] for 

Nb crystals oxidation at low temperature, lower than 750°C.   

This fact is in agreement with the hypothesis formulated and discussed for 

samples tested in air when the scaling mechanism was compared to the pure Nb 

oxidation, which generate a stratified porous layer due to the supersaturation 

vacancy mechanism. 

Comparing Tables 4.8 and 4.13, it is noted that the addition of N in the 

environment increases the kinetics of the reaction, highlighting how more 

detrimental is the environment with N than that one with just oxygen [94]. 

 

Table 4.13 - Reaction rate constants (k) and time exponents (n) for TiNbCr MPE 

alloy and Haynes 188 at 700, 800, 900 and 1000°C. 

Alloy Temperature (°C) 𝑛 𝑅2 𝑘 (
𝑔

𝑐𝑚2𝑠𝑛
) 

as-cast TiNbCr 700 0.51 0.99 1.11𝑥10−7 

800 1.08 0.99 3.93𝑥10−9  

900 0.70 0.99 8.89𝑥10−8 

1000 0.59 0.99 1.14𝑥10−7 

HIPed TiNbCr 700 0.46 0.99 1.01𝑥10−7 

800 1.18 0.99 3.18𝑥10−9  

900 0.71 0.97 2.44𝑥10−10 

1000 0.63 0.99 3.27𝑥10−10 

Haynes 188 700 0.77 0.98 2.92𝑥10−13 

800 0.81 0.99 5.84𝑥10−10 

900 0.47 0.99 2.24𝑥10−8 

1000 0.56 0.98 8.97𝑥10−12 

 

The topography section of each alloy tested during 100h in oxygen is 

shown in Figures 4.36 – 4.38, where it is possible highlight the same observations 

that in oxidation in air: the oxides grains formed in the TiNbCr MPE alloy surface 

have bigger sizes than in the Haynes 188, suggesting faster kinetics, as 

discussed in the section of Oxidation Behavior: tests in air – isothermal and cyclic. 
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Additionally, it is noted in the case of TiNbCr MPE alloy, the layer composed of 

TiO2 and Cr2O3 spall of the layer composed of the mixture of Nb and Ti oxides, 

as in the tested conducted in air. 

The XRD of the TiNbCr MPE alloy is shown in the Figure 4.39. Due to the 

similarity between the as-cast and HIPed condition, only the first one is 

highlighted.  

Comparing Figures 4.22 and 4.39 it is reported that the same oxides 

species were identified in testes conducted in air and oxygen, respectively. This 

observation is supported by Butler et al. [32] when they studied the oxidation 

behavior of HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy in air at 1200°C up to 24h. 

 

 

Figure 4.36 - Topography section by SEM of as-cast TiNbCr MPE alloy after 100h 

testing in oxygen. 
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Figure 4.37 - Topography section by SEM of HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy after 100h 

testing in oxygen. 

 

Figure 4.38 - Topography section by SEM of Haynes 188 after 100h testing in 

oxygen. 
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Figure 4.39 - XRD Spectra of as-cast TiNbCr MPE alloy after oxidation test in 

oxygen during 100h. 

 

Figures 4.40 - 4.42 show the cross-section of as-cast and HIPed TiNbCr 

MPE alloy and Haynes 188 after 100h-testing in oxygen, and an EDS analysis of 

the internal reaction zone is shown in the Table 4.14. 

Analyzing Figures 4.40 and 4.41 it is possible to note that at low 

temperatures two internal reaction zones occur, the first one is composed of 

thinner oxides rich in Ti and Nb in the BCC matrix and the second is characterized 

by the intensification of the oxides in the Laves phase, rich in Ti and Cr, as 

mentioned in the sections Oxidation Behavior: Early-stages and Oxidation 

Behavior: tests in air – isothermal and cyclic.  

Based on results shown in the section Oxidation Behavior: Early-stages 

where the TiNbCr MPE alloy takes more time to achieve the supersaturation and 
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about the two-phase alloy oxidation behavior mentioned in the same section, 

Figures 4.40 and 4.41, highlight the same trend. Which means that due to the 

complexity of Laves phase, elements diffuse easier from the BCC matrix, 

generating thinner precipitates. 

 However, increasing the temperature, the oxidation kinetics increases, and 

as BCC elements diffuse faster, just the second zone is observed, as observed 

by Butler et al. [32] and Gorr et al. [2]. 

 

 

Figure 4.40 - Cross-section by SEM of as-cast TiNbCr MPE alloy after 100h 

testing in oxygen. 
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Table 4.14 - EDS analysis results for areas shown in Figure 4.40. 

Composition at.% Cr Nb Ti O 

1 14.6 ± 0.9 21.2 ± 1.6 25.4 ± 1.2 38.8 ± 2.2 

2 21.2 ± 1.4 29.8 ± 2.1 28.8 ± 1.8 20.2 ± 1.1 

3 48.1 ± 3.0 23.2 ± 1.9 20.5 ± 2.1 8.2 ± 0.7 

4 20.5 ± 1.9 32.9 ± 3.0 33.3 ± 2.2 13.2 ± 0.9 

5 9.5 ± 1.1 36.1 ± 3.1 40.2 ± 2.6 14.1 ± 1.2 

6 57.4 ± 3.3 20.2 ± 1.9 17.5 ± 1.4 4.8 ± 0.7 

7 15.6 ± 1.1 34.7 ± 3.2 38.0 ± 3.1 11.6 ± 1.1 

8 17.8 ± 1.8 34.9 ± 3.0 35.1 ± 2.1 12.2 ± 1.3 

9 7.0 ± 1.1 37.4 ± 3.3 42.2 ± 3.1 13.4 ± 1.4 

10 51.4 ± 3.3 17.3 ± 1.5 20.3 ± 1.3 10.9 ± 1.3 

 

 

Figure 4.41 - Cross-section by SEM of HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy after 100h testing 

in oxygen. 
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Figure 4.42 - Cross-section by SEM of Haynes 188 after 100h testing in oxygen. 

  

Figures 4.43 – 4.46 show the chemical distribution of the elements after 

100h testing in oxygen. Again, due to the similarity between as-cast and HIPed 

TiNbCr MPE alloy, only the as-cast condition is highlighted. 

 

 

Figure 4.43 - EDS Mapping of cross-section of as-cast TiNbCr MPE alloy after 

700°C isothermal test in oxygen during 100h. 
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Figure 4.44 - EDS Mapping of cross-section of as-cast TiNbCr MPE alloy after 

800°C isothermal test in oxygen during 100h. 

 

 

Figure 4.45 - EDS Mapping of cross-section of as-cast TiNbCr MPE alloy after 

900°C isothermal test in oxygen during 100h. 
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Figure 4.46 - EDS Mapping of cross-section of as-cast TiNbCr MPE alloy after 

1000°C isothermal test in oxygen during 100h. 

 

 Between 800 and 1000°C, the same morphology of the oxide scale 

observed in samples tested in air is emphasized: a stratified porous layer 

formation; at 800°C a scale composed of a mixture of oxides rich in Nb, Ti and 

Cr with no defined layer formation and at 900 Cr-rich oxides starts to form but 

non-continuous and at 1000°C it starts to be continuous. 

 As mentioned before, in the section Oxidation Behavior: tests in air – 

isothermal and cyclic, it is suggested that the behavior at low temperature is 

dominate by Nb oxidation and the mechanism proposed by Stringer is observed 

[43]. 

 Looking to Figure 4.43, it is possible to note that at 700°C the oxide scale 

is not stratified like other temperatures, instead of it, a dense layer is formed, 

supporting the mechanism proposed by Stringer [43] in the case of pure Nb 

oxidation.  

 During the oxidation process, a dense oxide layer is formed at low 

temperatures, which is more protective and a decrease in kinetic rate is observed 

and suggested by the time exponent in the Table 4.13. However, the diffusion 

outward of the elements and the vacancy inward diffusion, generates a 

supersaturation and voids, and this cyclic process, with the increasing in the 

temperature, a stratified porous layer is formed, which increases the kinetic rate 

[43].  
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 Additionally, the slower kinetics observed for condition as-cast is explained 

by the behavior of two-phase alloy oxidation studied by Gesmundo and Gleeson 

[36] and discussed before. 

 However, as highlighted in the section Oxidation Behavior: tests in air – 

isothermal and cyclic, at 900°C the Cr-rich oxide, which according to XRD, Figure 

4.39, should be Cr2O3 starts to compete due to the formation of layers rich in this 

oxide. 

 Due to the cross-section of tested TiNbCr MPE alloy in both conditions 

Figures 4.40 and 4.41 characterize a non-protective oxide scale formation due to 

the high density of defects, non-adherence and internal oxidation zone, a linear 

behavior is suggested [31, 60]. 

Comparing the extension of the internal reaction zone of samples tested 

in air, Figure 4.47, it is observed that the addition of N in the environment reduce 

the internal reaction zone.  

Table 4.15 highlights the key points observed in isothermal testing 

condition in oxygen as discussed in this section for TiNbCr MPE alloy in both 

conditions.  
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Figure 4.47 - Comparison based on Cross-Section SEM of Internal reaction zone 

extension. 
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Table 4.15 - Key points of isothermal tests for TiNbCr MPE alloy. 

Testing condition Ar+21% O2; 700, 800, 900 and 
1000°C; 100h 

Identified Oxides  TiO2, Cr2O3, NbTiO4, and TiNb2O7 
Mechanism Vacancy supersaturation 

development, which generated a 
stratified porous layer morphology 

Kinetics  Linear 

Time exponent and reaction rate 
constant (g/cm2sn) 

as-cast:  
               700°𝐶 𝑛 = 0.51 𝑘 = 1.11𝑥10−7 
            800°𝐶 𝑛 = 1.08 𝑘 =  3.93𝑥10−9 
             900°𝐶 𝑛 = 0.70 𝑘 = 8.89𝑥10−8 

            1000°𝐶 𝑛 = 0.59 𝑘 = 1.14𝑥10−7 
HIPed:    
              700°𝐶 𝑛 = 0.46 𝑘 = 1.01𝑥10−7 
              800°𝐶 𝑛 = 1.18 𝑘 = 3.18𝑥10−9 

              900°𝐶 𝑛 = 0.71 𝑘 = 2.44𝑥10−10 
           1000°𝐶  𝑛 = 0.63 𝑘 = 3.27𝑥10−10 

Comparison with Haynes 188 TiNbCr MPE alloy forms a non-
protective external scale with more 
defects, higher values of mass 
gain/area, and faster kinetics 

 

Comparing Tables 4.11 and 4.15, it is notable the similarity between them, 

as identified oxides and mechanism. However, tests conducted in air presented 

faster kinetics and higher time exponent, suggesting how more detrimental is this 

environment. In contrast, samples tested in oxygen presented higher values for 

the extension of the internal reaction zone, Figure 4.47, suggesting that internal 

reactions are dominant in this environment and the surface takes more time to 

achieve the supersaturation to form the external scale.  

 

4.5 Sulfidation & Oxidation behavior 

Figure 4.48 shows the mass gain per area in function of time of TiNbCr 

MPE alloy and Haynes 188 tested under sulfidation & oxidation up to 100h at 

600, 800, 900, 1000 and 1100°C, where it is possible to highlight that Haynes 

188 presents significant spallation under all testing conditions. 

It is important to highlight that the total mass gain considered in these 

graphs represents the combination effects of oxidation, sulfidation, and 

spallation, as will be discussed on subsequently. 
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Figure 4.48 - Mass gain/area in function of the time of samples tested in 

sulfidation & oxidation. 

 

As applied in the oxidation tests, the general growth rate law was used to 

analyze the kinetics data according to Equation 9. The results are shown in the 

Table 4.16 for the TiNbCr MPE alloy. Due to the spallation generated in the 

Haynes 188, this analysis was impossible. 
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Analyzing the time exponent in the Table 4.16 it is highlighted that the 

behavior is approximately parabolic, specially at lower temperatures. However, 

increasing the temperature up to 1100°C the scaling behavior tends to a mixed-

mode, as described by Welch et al. [33] and discussed previously.    

 

Table 4.16 - Reaction rate constants (k) and time exponents (n) for TiNbCr MPE 

alloy at 600, 800, 900, 1000 and 1100°C. 

Alloy Temperature (°C) n 𝑅2 𝑘 (
𝑔

𝑐𝑚2𝑠𝑛
) 

as-cast TiNbCr 600 0.58 0.99 4.21𝑥10−11 

800 0.53 0.99 8.72𝑥10−9  

900 0.58 0.99 5.92𝑥10−9  

1000 0.61 0.99 4.91𝑥10−9  

1100 0.68 0.97 2.70𝑥10−7 

HIPed TiNbCr 600 0.55 0.99 6.73𝑥10−11 

800 0.53 0.99 8.66𝑥10−9  

900 0.52 0.99 6.31𝑥10−9  

1000 0.60 0.99 6.65𝑥10−9  

1100 0.69 0.99 1.51𝑥10−7 

 

The topography section of each alloy tested during 100h in sulfidation & 

oxidation test at 600, 800, 900, 1000 and 1100°C is show in Figures 4.49 – 4.51, 

with the identification of the products formed by EDS analysis and XRD, Table 

4.17 and Figure 4.52. Due to the chemical similarity, just the XRD of condition 

HIPed is shown.  

Topography sections highlight that Haynes 188 in sulfidation & oxidation 

tests and TiNbCr MPE alloy in both conditions exhibited Cr sulfide and oxide, 

however the smaller grain size of topography morphology suggests slower 

kinetics for the MPE alloy. 
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Figure 4.49 - Topography section by SEM of as-cast TiNbCr MPE alloy after 100h 

sulfidation & oxidation test. 

 

 

Figure 4.50 - Topography section by SEM of HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy after 100h 

sulfidation & oxidation test. 

 

Table 4.17 - EDS analysis results for areas shown in Figure 4.50. 

Composition at.% Cr Nb Ti O S 
1 9.2 ± 1.2 0.9 ± 0.1 7.5 ± 1.1 80.4 ± 3.6 1.7 ± 0.8 
2 28.2 ± 2.5 0.1 ± 0.1 0.7 ± 0.1 18.5 ± 1.8 51.6 ± 2.1 
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Figure 4.51 - Topography section by SEM of Haynes 188 after 100h sulfidation & 

oxidation test. 
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Figure 4.52 - XRD Spectra of HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy after sulfidation & 

oxidation test during 100h. 
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The cross-section of each alloy tested in sulfidation & oxidation condition 

at 600, 800, 900, 1000 and 1100°C during 100h is shown in Figures 4.53 – 4.55, 

with the identification of species based on EDS analysis and exemplified by Table 

4.18. 

Haynes 188 is highlighted in the literature as having a satisfactory behavior 

in environments containing sulfur, with slower kinetics than other superalloys as 

Hastelloy X, Inconel 1671, Incoloy 800, for example [5, 73, 74]. During your 

studies, Douglass and colleagues [73] noted that the Haynes 188 was the only 

alloy that exhibits a quite linear/almost parabolic behavior in sulfidation 

environments.  

However, Haynes 188 tested under sulfidizing environments forms Ni and 

Co sulfides which represents a disadvantage in its application at high 

temperatures, due to the eutectic reaction of Ni+Ni3S2 at 645°C and the melting 

point of Ni3S2 at 788°C, and the eutectic reaction of Co+CoS at 880°C [5]. As 

consequence, molten sulfides are formed and it increases the sulfide attack and 

can cause catastrophic sulfidation attack because they destroy the dense scale 

so easily [6, 73], as detected in this study for samples tested in sulfidation & 

oxidation tests performed at temperature ranging 900-1100°C.  

Additionally to the liquid product formation, the cross-section analysis, 

Figure 4.55, highlight that the sulfidation & oxidation behavior of Haynes 188 is 

characterized by an external scale with porous and generally cracked which 

offers no protection in the environment with H2S, allowing the gas to diffuse 

through it and keeps it in contact with the metal surface, resulting in  an extensive 

zone of internal reaction, with the formation of internal reaction layer at 600-900°C 

and reaction in the grain and phase boundaries at 600-1100°C bigger than 

TiNbCr MPE alloy in both tested conditions. 
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Figure 4.53 - Cross-section by SEM of as-cast TiNbCr MPE alloy after 100h 

sulfidation & oxidation test. 

 

Figure 4.54 - Cross-section by SEM of HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy after 100h 

sulfidation & oxidation test. 
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Table 4.18 - EDS analysis results for areas shown in Figure 4.54. 

Composition at.% Cr Nb Ti O S 

1 20.0 ± 1.4 0.5 ± 0.1 1.0 ± 0.8 7.5 ± 1.1 71.1 ± 3.0 
2 21.8 ± 1.9 0.4 ± 0.1 2.4 ± 0.6 57.8 ± 2.6 17.6 ± 1.3 
3 3.0 ± 0.9 6.0 ± 0.9 13.2 ± 1.3 77.2 ± 3.2 0.7 ± 0.1 
4 1.1 ± 0.3 23.6 ± 2.6 8.5 ± 1.3 15.9 ± 1.4 28.5 ± 2.1 

 

 

Figure 4.55 - Cross-section by SEM of Haynes 188 after 100h sulfidation & 

oxidation test. 
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The EDS mapping of TiNbCr MPE alloy, Figures 4.56 – 4.60, highlighted 

the elements distribution through the cross-section of samples tested after 100h 

of sulfidation & oxidation tests at 800, 900, 1000 and 1100°C, respectively. Due 

to the similarity between the conditions as-cast and HIPed, only the HIPed 

condition is highlighted. 

It is possible to note that, the external scale is mainly composed of TiO2. 

This specie is characterized by a fast formation of a non-protective scale due to 

the number of defects, described by a linear kinetics [2, 44]. Consequently, the 

gas continues diffusing through the scale, keeping contact with the alloy and 

being consumed by the scale growth and the dissociation into the alloy, which is 

highlighted by internal NbS2 layer formation.  

As shown in the cross-section of TiNbCr MPE alloy tested by sulfidation & 

oxidation tests, no internal oxidation is highlighted, just internal sulfidation, which 

suggests that the oxygen was consumed by the TiO2 scale and the diffusion 

inward of sulfur anions possibilities the sulfidation of Nb.  

 

 

Figure 4.56 - EDS Mapping of cross-section of HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy after 

100h sulfidation & oxidation test at 600°C. 
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Figure 4.57 - EDS Mapping of cross-section of HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy after 

100h sulfidation & oxidation test at 800°C. 

 

 

Figure 4.58 - EDS Mapping of cross-section of HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy after 

100h sulfidation & oxidation test at 900°C. 
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Figure 4.59 - EDS Mapping of cross-section of HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy after 

100h sulfidation & oxidation test at 1000°C. 

 

 

Figure 4.60 - EDS Mapping of cross-section of HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy after 

100h sulfidation & oxidation test at 1100°C. 

 

As highlighted by Strafford and Datta [66] and Gleeson [59], while Cr and 

Ti sulfides/oxides are formed by outward cations diffusion, Nb is one exception in 

sulfidizing environments due to the slower kinetics than its oxides. NbS2 has a 

rate comparable to Cr2O3, and according to Figure 3.3, it is not expected to be 

formed in the surface, so the formation of external layer composed of Ti and Cr 

products reduces the partial pressure of oxygen enough to form NbS2, as noted 

in the cross-section Figures 4.53 and 4.54. 
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As mentioned in the Literature review section, Chyrkin [53] reported, for 

oxidation, an uphill-diffusion of Nb towards the scale/alloy interface due to the Cr-

Nb positivity chemical interaction.  

Similarly, to Chyrkin [53] studies, it is suggested that TiNbCr MPE alloy in 

sulfidation & oxidation tests, exhibited the Cr products formation due to the 

outward Cr diffusion because of the high chemical activity of Cr. This movement 

generated a local depletion of Cr which increases the Nb activity, forming Nb 

sulfide.  

As the gas continues diffusing through the scale with no barrier it achieves 

the alloy, rich in Nb, the Nb sulfide layer formation is promoted and consequently, 

offer protection against sulfur diffusion, as shown in Figures 4.53 and 4.54 where 

it is possible to highlight the internal reaction zone at 600 and 800°C occurs due 

to the inner layer formation and no attack in grain and phase boundaries.  

However, the protection offered by NbS2 is decreased with an increasing 

of temperature as suggested by Figures 4.53 and 4.54, where it is noted the 

presence of attack in grain and phase boundaries, and it is more intense at 

1100°C when the kinetic rate is the highest, and the time exponent is further that 

the parabolic value (0.5), Table 4.16.  

Table 4.16 shows a time exponent, for the MPE alloy, between 0.5 and 1, 

suggesting that the behavior is a mixed mode, which involves diffusion and 

interface-control. However, after analyzing the topography and cross-section, it 

is suggested a domination by the parabolic behavior due to the protection offered.  

Figures 4.53 and 4.54 suggest that the TiNbCr MPE alloy has different 

regimes according to the temperature. The first one is protective (600°C), almost 

no internal reaction zone is notable; the second is semi-protective (800-1000°C) 

kinetics is quietly higher than at 600°C and an external scale is formed adherent 

to the surface and an internal reaction zone is observe; and, the last at 1100°C 

with extensive attack, fast kinetics, as supported by the cross-sections, Figures 

4.53 and 4.54. The protection offered by NbS2 is semi-protective due to higher 

kinetics rate values than NbS2, which may happen due to the structure of NbS2 

crystals [65].  
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As mentioned in the Literature review section, Gleeson and colleagues [58] 

reported that MoS2 is protective in pure Mo sulfidation, however semi-protective 

in Co-Mo alloys, similar to observed to TiNbCr MPE alloy. According to the 

researchers, it can be explained by the Van der Walls gap between the MoS2 

crystals, where it is possible to Co intercalate.  

Like MoS2, NbS2 has a hexagonal crystal structure, characterized by the 

sequence …SNbS SNbS SNbS…, which the S-Nb-S layers are bonded 

covalently, or sandwiches held by weak Van der Waals forces [57, 95-97]. 

Consequently, between NbS2 sandwich Cr and Ti that are diffusing outward to 

form the external scale can be intercalated into this space, the Van der Waals 

gap. 

As suggested by Gleeson et al. [58] for Co-Mo alloys, the continuous layer 

of NbS2 formed on the TiNbCr MPE alloy did not act as an effective barrier to the 

outward diffusion of Ti and Cr. The NbS2 layer provided short-circuit paths for Ti4+ 

and Cr3+ ions [97].  

On the other hand, the growth rate of NbS2 on pure Nb is extremely low, 

comparable to Cr oxidation, probably owing to the slow diffusional transport of Nb 

and S through the covalently bonded planes in NbS2 [57, 95-97].  

Moreover, linking the results obtained in this study with Butler and 

colleagues study made in air at 1200°C [32] and the oxidation results discussed 

previously, it is noted that the oxidative environment is more detrimental to the 

TiNbCr MPE alloy than sulfidizing environment due to the formation of a defected 

scale which exhibits linear kinetics. This observation highlights the exception of 

Nb and how it can protect the alloy [59]. 

Comparing the kinetics of as-cast TiNbCr MPE alloy with the HIPed, Table 

4.16, it is suggested that Cr do not offer much protection against this environment 

because the kinetics is similar at all temperature and the main difference between 

than is Laves phase fraction and size, and Laves phase is rich in Cr as discussed 

before.  

Due to the extensive spallation of Haynes 188, the comparison of this alloy 

and the TiNbCr MPE alloy is shown in Figure 4.61 in terms of the internal reaction 

extension zone for samples tested during 100h. It is highlighted how more 
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detrimental is the behavior of Haynes 188 compared to TiNbCr MPE alloy and 

how the liquid product formations increase the attack, as increasing temperature 

the internal reaction zone also increases its extension in Haynes 188, especially 

at temperatures higher than 645°C (first liquid formation – eutectic reaction). At 

600°C the internal reaction extension zone in the TiNbCr MPE alloy was less than 

1µm, so it is not detected in the graphic in the Figure 4.61, as shown in Figures 

4.53 and 4.54. 

Additionally, Figure 4.62 illustrates a comparative analysis of the internal 

reaction zone extension among isothermal tests conducted in air, oxygen, and 

under sulfidation & oxidation atmospheres. Notably, oxygen emerges as the most 

detrimental condition for the TiNbCr MPE alloy. When comparing tests conducted 

in air and under sulfidation & oxidation, it is evident that while the former exhibits 

a smaller extension, the latter indicates both the formation of an inner protective 

layer and the extent of the attack. 
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Figure 4.61 - Internal reaction extension of as-cast and HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy 

in comparison of Haynes 188 after 100h of sulfidation & oxidation tests. 
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Figure 4.62 - Comparison based on Cross-Section SEM of Internal reaction zone 

extension after 100h-testing. 

 

Table 4.19 highlights the key points observed in sulfidation & oxidation 

tests as discussed in this section for TiNbCr MPE alloy in both conditions. 

Comparing Tables 4.19, 4.15 and 4.11, a significant inversion in behavior 

between the TiNbCr MPE alloy and Haynes 188 becomes apparent. While 

Haynes 188 exhibits satisfactory, protective, and parabolic behavior in oxidation 

tests, the opposite trend emerges in sulfidation & oxidation tests, characterized 

by linear kinetics. Conversely, the TiNbCr MPE alloy displays non-satisfactory, 

non-protective, and linear behavior in oxidation tests, while in sulfidation & 

oxidation, the trend reverses with parabolic kinetics. 
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Table 4.19 - Key points of sulfidation & oxidation tests for TiNbCr MPE alloy. 

Testing condition log(𝑃𝑆2) = −3 and log(𝑃𝑂2) = −6; 600, 
800, 900, 1000 and 1100°C; 20, 60, 
and 100h 

Identified products  TiO2, TiS2, Cr2O3, Cr2S3, and NbS2  
Mechanism Semi-protective inner layer rich in 

NbS2 is formed by uphill Nb ion 
diffusion  

Kinetics  Parabolic 

Time exponent and reaction rate 
constant (g/cm2sn) 

as-cast:  
              600°𝐶 𝑛 = 0.58 𝑘 = 4.21𝑥10−11 
           800°𝐶  𝑛 = 0.53 𝑘 = 8.72𝑥10−9 

         900°𝐶 𝑛 = 0.58 𝑘 = 5.92𝑥10−9 
           1000°𝐶  𝑛 = 0.61 𝑘 = 4.91𝑥10−9 
          1100°𝐶 𝑛 = 0.68 𝑘 = 2.70𝑥10−7 

HIPed:    
          600°𝐶 𝑛 = 0.55 𝑘 = 6.73𝑥10−11 
         800°𝐶 𝑛 = 0.53 𝑘 = 8.66𝑥10−9 
         900°𝐶 𝑛 = 0.52 𝑘 = 6.31𝑥10−9 

           1000°𝐶  𝑛 = 0.60 𝑘 = 6.65𝑥10−9 
           1100°𝐶  𝑛 = 0.69 𝑘 = 1.51𝑥10−7 

Comparison with Haynes 188 TiNbCr MPE alloy forms a semi-
protective inner layer scale, Haynes 
188 is not protective, has pore 
spallation, and forms liquid products 
which increases the internal reaction 
zone extension  

 

4.6 Sulfidation behavior 

 Figure 4.63 shows the results of TiNbCr MPE alloy and Haynes 188 tested 

under sulfidation condition at 800°C up to 100h in terms of mass gain/ area (a) 

where it is possible to evidence the spallation of Haynes 188 and due to it, in 

terms of internal reaction extension (b). 

 Fitting the data from Figure 4.63 (a) for TiNbCr MPE alloy in both 

conditions according to Equation 9, it is noted that the alloy keeps the 

approximately parabolic behavior even reducing the partial pressure of oxygen 

and the kinetics is slower than samples tested in sulfidation & oxidation test at 

800°C, Table 4.19, as highlighted by Table 4.20. 
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It is important to emphasize that the total mass gain considered in these 

graphs represents the combination effects of sulfidation, and spallation, as will be 

discussed on subsequently and in the case of Haynes 188 oxidation as well. 
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Figure 4.63 - Comparison between as-cast and HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy and 

Haynes 188 under sulfidation tests performed at 800°C up to 100h. (a) mass gain 

per area in function of time testing and (b) internal reaction extension in function 

of the time. 

 

Table 4.20 - Reaction rate constants (k) and time exponents (n) for TiNbCr MPE 

alloy sulfidized at 800°C. 

Alloy n R2 𝑘 (
𝑔

𝑐𝑚2𝑠𝑛
) 

as-cast TiNbCr 0.48 0.99 2.26 𝑥 10−9 
HIPed TiNbCr 0.49 0.99 5.79 𝑥 10−9 

 

 The topography section of the alloys sulfidized at 800°C up to 100h is 

shown in Figures 4.64 – 4.66 with the identification of formed species based on 

EDS analysis and supported by XRD, Figure 4.67. Due to the similarity between 

the conditions as-cast and HIPed, only the XRD of the HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy 

is shown. 

Comparing Figures 4.64 and 4.65 with the Figure 4.66, it is possible to 

highlight that TiNbCr MPE alloy in both conditions exhibit bigger Cr2S3 grains than 

TiS2 suggestion faster kinetics. Haynes 188 also presents Cr2S3, however there 

are Ni3S2 and CoS precepted as flower shapes above and between the Cr2S3 
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grains, due to the molten products discussed previously in the section Sulfidation 

& Oxidation behavior.   

 

 

Figure 4.64 - Evolution of topography section of as-cast TiNbCr MPE alloy with 

the time during sulfidation test at 800°C. 

 

 

Figure 4.65 - Evolution of topography section of HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy with the 

time during sulfidation test at 800°C. 

 

 

Figure 4.66 - Evolution of topography section of Haynes 188 with the time during 

sulfidation test at 800°C. 
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Figure 4.67 - XRD Spectra of HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy after sulfidation tests at 

800°C during 20, 60 and 100h. 

 

The cross-section of tested TiNbCr MPE alloy in both conditions and 

Haynes 188 samples at 800°C under sulfidizing environment is shown in Figures 

4.68 – 4.71, where it is possible to highlight no oxides formation in the case of 

TiNbCr MPE alloy in both condition, as predicted by stability Figure 3.3, however, 

in the case of Haynes 188, SiO2 is still formed, Figure 4.70.  

 

 

Figure 4.68 - Evolution of cross-section of as-cast TiNbCr MPE alloy with the time 

during sulfidation test at 800°C. 
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Figure 4.69 - Evolution of cross-section of HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy with the time 

during sulfidation test at 800°C. 

 

 

Figure 4.70 - Evolution of cross-section of Haynes 188 with the time during 

sulfidation test at 800°C. 

 

 

Figure 4.71 - EDS Mapping of cross-section of HIPed TiNbCr MPE alloy after 

100h sulfidation test at 800°C. 

 

TiNbCr MPE alloy in both conditions exhibited an external sulfide scale 

composed of TiS2 with Cr2S3 nodules formed due to the outward cation diffusion 

and an internal sulfide layer composed of NbS2 formed due to inward anion 
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diffusion, as sulfidation & oxidation tests. Additionally, increasing time, the 

external layer became denser, suggested by Figures 4.64, 4.65, 4.68 and 4.69, 

because of the grain growth, specially TiS2, as identified by EDS analysis.  

 Comparing the kinetics of oxidation tests at 800°C with sulfidation tests at 

the same temperature, Tables 4.11, 4.15, 4.19, and 4.20, it is noted that the 

kinetics is slower reducing the partial pressure of oxygen. 

 As discussed before, typically, metals exhibit higher kinetics in sulfidation 

than oxidation, however, refractory metals like Nb, Mo, W and Ta are exceptions, 

Nb for example has a rate comparable to Cr oxidation, in studies conducted in 

pure Nb [6, 57]. 

 However, as reported in sulfidation & oxidation tests, the kinetics of TiNbCr 

MPE alloy is higher than pure Nb, suggested by the diffusion of ions of Ti and Cr 

and, consequently, they intercalate he Van der Waals gap of NbS2 [61, 97]. 

 Nevertheless, comparing sulfidation & oxidation tests with sulfidation tests, 

both at 800°C, it is highlighted that the kinetics is reduced with a decrease in the 

partial pressure of oxygen, this observation suggest a protective hole of Ti sulfide 

layer, because it is formed in sulfidation tests and it is not formed in sulfidation & 

oxidation test Figures 4.53, 4.54, 4.68 and 4.69.  

 Chen and Douglass [98] evaluated the influence of ternary element (Ti, Al, 

Mn, Cr and V) in the Ni-Mo alloys in sulfidation tests at 600, 700 and 800°C with 

a partial pressure of sulfur equals to 0.01 atm.  

 The researchers reported that all tested alloys exhibited the semi-

protective MoS2 layer formation because of the Van der Waals gap, however a 

reduction in the kinetics of the binary alloy. Comparing the alloy with Ti addition 

(Ni-30Mo-12.5Ti) with the alloy with Cr addition (Ni-28Mo-13.5Cr), they observed 

a parabolic behavior, however, the Cr addition was more beneficial due to the 

discrete external layer formation and Ti addition exhibited a non-continuous layer, 

which suggested than the influence of phases because this alloy was the most 

complex in terms of microstructure (three-phase alloy) [98]. 

 According to Gorr et al. [2] the hole of Ti in sulfidation tests is not 

conclusive due to its high oxygen solubility, which become harder this study. 

While some studies report that the Ti addition is able to reduce the sulfidation 
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kinetics, for example Ti addition in Ni-Mo alloy [98] and a parabolic behavior in 

the case of Ti-6Al-4V [72], others highlight that Ti addition increases the sulfur 

diffusion in case of TiO2 formation [57].  

 As discussed before, the main difference between as-cast TiNbCr MPE 

alloy with HIPed is the Laves phase fraction and the size of its precipitates. Due 

to Laves phase is a Cr-rich phase, Table 4.20 data suggests almost no influence 

of Cr in sulfidation behavior because the kinetics rates are similar, as observed 

in sulfidation & oxidation test Table 4.19. 

 As mentioned before, the kinetics of sulfidation & oxidation tests is higher 

than in sulfidation tests, suggesting that the oxides formed in the first condition 

do not protect the alloy against the environment and also the TiO2 increases the 

diffusion of sulfur as reported by Mrowec [57]. 

Additionally, Figure 4.72 illustrates a comparative analysis of the internal 

reaction zone extension among isothermal tests conducted in air, oxygen, under 

sulfidation & oxidation and sulfidation atmospheres. Notably, as discussed 

previously, the presence of oxygen in the atmosphere emerges as the most 

detrimental condition for the TiNbCr MPE alloy.  
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Figure 4.72 - Comparison based on Cross-Section SEM of Internal reaction zone 

extension after 100h-testing. 
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Table 4.21 highlights the key points observed in sulfidation tests as 

discussed in this section for TiNbCr MPE alloy in both conditions.  

Comparing Tables 4.21, 4.19, 4.15 and 4.11, the significant inversion in 

behavior between the TiNbCr MPE alloy and Haynes 188 highlighted in the 

sulfidation & oxidation tests is valued, and different from sulfidation & oxidation 

tests only sulfides are formed. 

 

Table 4.21 - Key points of sulfidation tests for TiNbCr MPE alloy. 

Testing condition log(𝑃𝑆2) = −3 and log(𝑃𝑂2) = −26; 
800°C; 20, 60 and 100h 

Identified products  TiS2, Cr2S3, and NbS2  

Mechanism Semi-protective inner layer rich in 
NbS2 is formed by uphill Nb ion 
diffusion  

Kinetics  Parabolic 

Time exponent and reaction rate 
constant (g/cm2sn) 

as-cast:  
800°𝐶 𝑛 = 0.48 𝑘 = 2.26𝑥10−9 

HIPed:    
800°𝐶 𝑛 = 0.49 𝑘 = 5.79𝑥10−9 

Comparison with Haynes 188 TiNbCr MPE alloy forms a semi-
protective inner layer scale, Haynes 
188 is not protective, has pore 
spallation, and forms liquid products 
which increases the internal reaction 
zone extension  
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5 CONCLUSIONS 

5.1 TiNbCr MPE alloy 

The development of TiNbCr MPE alloy is reported in this thesis, where it 

is noted that the alloy is composed of a BCC matrix with Laves phase C15, and 

the Laves phase fraction trend to be reduced with an increase in the temperature. 

Consequently, a decrease in microhardness and hardness were observed.  

The TiNbCr in condition as-cast is characterized by a dendrite structure, 

composed of Nb, Ti- rich BCC dendrites with fine (Nb, Ti)Cr2 Laves precipitates 

along grain boundaries.  

Additionally, phase transformations are highlighted, especially the HCP 

phase which do not occur in both studied alloy conditions, but it is characterized 

after the dilatometry test due to the slow cooling rate which was enough to its 

kinetics precipitation, and it occurs in the phase BCC/Laves boundaries.  

 

5.2 TiNbCr MPE alloy: oxidation behavior  

The oxidation behavior of TiNbCr MPE alloy was evaluated by 

anisothermal, isothermal and cyclic tests in air and isothermal tests in oxygen 

and compared to Haynes 188.  

The early-stages of oxidation is characterized by a longer time to achieve 

the supersaturation in the surface and form an oxide scale than Haynes 188, 

however when it is formed it is not protective. 

A linear kinetics can describe the behavior of TiNbCr MPE alloy during the 

oxidation process at all temperatures, however at high temperatures (1000°C) a 

parabolic trend is suggested due to the Cr2O3 formation.  

The kinetics is influenced by the temperature and microstructure. While at 

low temperature Nb dominate the process forming a stratified porous layer by the 

vacancy supersaturation mechanism, at high temperatures (900-1000°C) the 

Cr2O3 starts to compete, which reduces the time exponent.  

Due to the microstructure differences, at lower temperatures the condition 

as-cast exhibited better behavior because the Laves phase is thinner, however, 

increasing the temperature, the regime is dominated by Cr2O3, due to the smaller 
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Laves phase fraction, more Cr is available in the BCC matrix which favorable the 

Cr diffusion to the surface and form Cr2O3. 

All tested conditions are characterized by internal reaction zone because 

the scale is not protective, which means that the gas continues diffusing through 

the scale and it ingress into the alloy, oxygen and nitrogen (tests in air) can react 

with the alloying elements and forming internal reacting products.  

 

5.3 TiNbCr MPE alloy: sulfidation behavior  

Reducing the partial pressure of oxygen, TiNbCr MPE alloy in both 

conditions samples were tested under sulfidizing & oxidizing and sulfidizing 

environment and compare to Haynes 188.  

The MPE alloy exhibited a parabolic behavior with a behavior also 

characterized by Nb. This refractory element is reported by having lower 

sulfidation kinetic than its oxidation.  

An inner layer rich in NbS2 is formed in all tested conditions and it is 

favorable by the positivity chemical interaction with Cr. However, comparing with 

pure Nb sulfidation, the protection offered by the NbS2 layer is semi-protective 

due to the Van der Waals gap in it structure which allows the Cr and Ti cations to 

intercalate in this structure. And at high temperature, 1100°C, a decrease in the 

protection is noted by the extensive internal reaction zone. 

Decreasing the partial pressure of oxygen until the sulfidation tests, a 

decrease in the kinetics is highlighted and it is suggested by the formation of a 

sulfide layer rich in Ti.  

TiNbCr MPE alloy, exhibited better behavior than Haynes 188 in all tested 

condition. Haynes 188 had a liquid product formation due to eutectic reactions 

and sulfide melting point which increased the attack.  
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6 FUTURE WORKS SUGGESTED  

 Based on this study, some future works can be suggested: 

a) Addition of different elements in the TiNbCr alloy: 

a. Si between 0.5-1% in the alloy, to become easier the formation of 

Cr2O3 and it is expected a reduction in the oxidation kinetics. 

b. Addition of Ta to favorite the oxide complex oxide with Cr which 

according to recent studies exhibits protection and parabolic 

behavior in oxidation tests. 

c. Addition of Al to try reducing the oxidation kinetics by the Al2O3 

formation. 

b) Evaluate the hot-corrosion of TiNbCr MPE alloy type I and type II with 

molten salt and S addition, due to the remarkable sulfidation behavior.  

c) Evaluate the sulfidation & oxidation behavior of TiNbCr MPE alloy with an 

increasement in the oxygen, with SO2 gas. 
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